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were examined by the author. The first case of a dicephalic monstrum in this species is described.
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INTRODUCTION
Between 1754 and 2000, 363 records of a
dead bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus
(MONTAGU, 1821) (Fig. 1) found on the coast
of the Netherlands have become known. The
last one dates back to 1991. Beside these, six
catches and one stranding of a living dolphin
have been reported. This cetacean, once common along the Dutch coast, has now disappeared from Dutch waters. Between 1920
and 1960 this species was the most frequently
recorded (dead or alive) cetacean along the

coast of the Netherlands, next to the harbour
porpoise Phocoena phocoena. In the North
Sea, bottlenose dolphins are nowadays only
resident in the Moray Firth, Scotland; elsewhere in the North Sea they have become
rare stragglers.
This article reviews all known strandings and
catches of this species from the Dutch coast
and coastal waters and presents all known
information on the documented strandings
and catches.
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Figure 1 Tursiops truncatus, adult male. Case 37, 27-28 June 1929, Zandvoort. Painting by M.A. Koekoek [collection RMNH].

METHODS AND MATERIAL
The primary source of the analysis of strandings of cetaceans is the Dutch cetacean stranding archives, kept in Naturalis, the National
Museum of Natural History (RMNH), Leiden,
the Netherlands and the Dutch stranding
reports published in the zoological literature.
Other sources are archives, osteological collections and the collections of specimens preserved in spirit, kept in several natural history
musea and private collections in the Netherlands (for a list of museum acronyms used,
see Table 1). Every report of a stranding of a
bottlenose dolphin found in the archives and/
or published stranding lists, or specimen in
collections was verified as to identification
and reliability when physical proof was
lacking. When reliable evidence of correct
identification was found, the case was added
to the 'Chronological list of well documented
strandings' (Appendix 1) and is described and
discussed in the 'Chronological overview of
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strandings' given below. This evidence can be
(1) a clear photograph of the stranded animal
or recognisable parts of it, (2) detailed drawings of the animal or parts of it by the finder,
(3) skeletal remains kept in collections, (4)
recognisable soft parts of the dolphin preserved
in spirit and kept in collections, or (5) a
detailed written, unambiguous description
given by a experienced finder. All cases
lacking these kinds of evidence were added
to the 'Chronological list of strandings without evidence of correct identification'
(Appendix 2). Both lists are given at the end
of this paper.
The 'Chronological overview of strandings' is
divided into four periods: period 1: before
1920; period 2: 1921-1950; period 3: 19511975, and period 4: after 1975. The reasons
for this division are as follows. In period 1
(before 1920) strandings were only recorded
incidentally, many were probably missed
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because of lack of interest in stranded cetaceans. Period 2 (1920 -1950) represents the
period with most reports of dead bottlenose
dolphins and of bottlenose dolphins spotted
in coastal waters. In this period many neonates and calves were found, most probably an
indication of a healthy population (Hersch et
al. 1990). In period 3 (1951-1975) the decline
of strandings and sightings of bottlenose
dolphins (Verwey 1975) set in, and in 1972
and 1975 the last dead calves were found on
the Dutch coast. In period 4 (after 1975) the
resident population of bottlenose dolphins
disappeared from the Dutch coastal waters,
and strandings only represent stragglers.
Bottlenose dolphins from Dutch coastal
waters which were caught alive and subsequently killed are listed separately. The same
applies to the cases of live strandings which
did not die on the beach. Some incorrect
identifications (cases which were identified
as Tu r s i o p s, but which represent cases of
L a g e n o rhynchus albirostris, Delphinus delp h i s, Globicephala melas or Phocoena pho c o e n a) could be proved by studying material
in archives or museums.

Table 1 Acronyms used in this article.

Unfortunately, a lot of important data, such as
stomach contents, exact total lengths and
reproductive status from this population, are
incomplete or missing. This makes analysis
of the strandings data almost impossible. The
total body length of the animal is often estimated or the figure was rounded by the finder
and the accuracy of the measurements varies
significantly. Acronyms of measured units,
dental information and age-class are listed in
Table 1.
C H RONOLOGICAL OVERVIEW OF
STRANDINGS
PERIOD 1: b e fo re 1920
THE EARLY RECORDS
From this period, 22 records of stranding are
known, of which 16 are reliable. In six cases
reliable evidence of correct identification is
lacking. Most of the stranded dolphins were
adult specimens, one 11 year old female was
pregnant (stranded 27 November 1901) and
one, dicephalic, monstruous, neonate was
recorded. This might mean that during this
period mostly adult stragglers were found, or,
more likely, that only adult specimens were
reported and collected/documented. Neonate
Tursiops could be mistaken for Phocoena.
Bennet & Olivier (1822: 159) cited two
Dutch cetacean species: the harbour porpoise
and the bottlenose dolphin (They named the
bottlenose dolphin Delphinus d e l p h i s, but
gave also the Dutch name 'Tuimelaar' and
'Tuimel-dolphijn' and gave a description
which is characteristic for Tursiops). As
habitat for this species they mention
European seas, beaches of the North Sea and
saltwater rivers. According to these authors,
Dutch fishermen caught the dolphins and ate
their meat. Important is also the remark made
by Schlegel (1841: 25) that the bottlenose
dolphin was, in earlier times (prior to 1841),
more common ('Diese A rt, deren Verbreitungsbezirk sich eben so weit als der Braunfisches
zu erstrecken scheint, besuchte wie es scheint
unsere Küsten früher häufiger als jetzt'.).
The reporting system of stranded cetaceans
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was, however, insufficient during this period
of time.
case 1: 01 February 1818 and '1821'
Adult, sex unknown, TL 310 cm. Collected at
Oostwolder-Hamrik , province of Groningen
on 1 February 1818. The complete mounted
skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH 31182).
Jentink (1887: 173) states under collection
number RMNH 31182 : 'Squelette d'un indi vidu adulte, échoué à la côte de Groningue.
Du Musée de Groningue, par M. van
Swinderen'. Handwritten in Jentink's catalogue, kept in the archives of the RMNH, is:
'P res de Oostwolder Hamrik, 1 febr. 1818' .
Schlegel (1841: 26) mentioned also a
Tursiops found on the 'G roningse kust'
around 1820: 'Wir besitzen das Skelett und
die Zeichnung eines….., vor etwa 20 Jahren
an der Küsten der Provinz Gröningen
gestrandeten, etwa 11 Shuh langen Thieres.
Unser Museum erhielt diese Stücke durch die
Güte des Herrn Professors van Swinderen zu
Gröningen, dessen uneigennützige Freigebigheit wir vielfältig zu rühmen Ursache haben'.
Van Oort (1918) cited that the skeleton of the
Tursiops collected on February 01, 1818 at
Oostwolder Hamrik is in the collection of the
RMNH. Van Deinse (1923, 1931) also cited
this case. In my opinion, Schlegel (1870)
most probably described and illustrated this
specimen (the whole dolphin, two views of
the skull and one tooth) as the new taxon
Delphinus tursio obtusus, the diagnostic
feature being its extremely worn teeth.

cited by Van Deinse. Van Deinse (1931: 262),
most likely misreading Schlegel, wrote that
the skeleton was stored in the RMNH, but
that dr van Oort had informed him that the
skeleton was not at the RMNH in 1918. The
skeleton is not mentioned in Jentink's catalogue (1887). Most probably, the skeleton was
never in the RMNH, and Van Deinse (1931)
had mistaken the case of February 01, 1818
for this case. Van Deinse had created a ‘new’
case, by misreading Schlegel. Van Deinse
(1923, 1931) thought that the Tursiops illustrated by Schlegel (1870, plate 13) concerned this second case, but it concerns more
likely the Oostwolder Hamrik specimen.
The archives of the RMNH contain a
drawing of the jaws with severely worn teeth
with the annotation 'Tursiops tru n c a t u s , kust
Groningen 1821'. The teeth are typical of an
old specimen of Tursiops (Fig. 2a), and represent the jaws of the Tursiops of 1 February
1818. It is reasonable to consider these two
cases to be one stranding. This case also
represents the 'type-specimen' of Delphinus
tursio obtusus described and illustrated by
Schlegel (1870, plate 13), which is a synonym of Tursiops truncatus and just an example of an old animal with extremely worn
teeth, a phenomenon quite common in older
Tursiops from the North Sea coasts (De Smet
1977).
Literature: Schlegel 1841: 25; Schlegel 1870: 86-87,
plate 13; Jentink 1887: 173; Van Oort 1918: 57; Van
Deinse 1923: 231; Van Deinse 1931: 258, 262;

Van Deinse (1923, 1931) mentioned another
adult Tursiops of unknown sex, with a TL of
11 'voet', found on the 'G roningse kust' in
circa 1821 as a seperate case. The evidence
of this case was, according to Van Deinse, a
drawing by prof. Van Swinderen, which was
lost. In accordance with the article by
Schlegel (1841) and the catalogue by Jentink
(1887) the drawing by Van Swinderen concerns the Tursiops found at Oostwolder
Hamrik on February 01, 1818. Van Oort
(1918) does not mention the second case
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Schultz 1970: 185; Broekema 1983: 69

case 2: b e fo re 1841, c. 1820
Adult, male, TL c. 355 cm. Collected on the
Dutch coast. The exact place and date of
stranding is unknown. Schlegel (1841: plate
IV, fig. 9 and plate V, fig. 1 & 2) illustrated
this specimen.The male Tursiops Schlegel
illustrated in 1870 (plate 12) most probably
also concerns this dolphin (Van Deinse 1923:
231; 1931: 262). The complete skeleton of
this case is in the RMNH (RMNH 31185).
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Figure 2 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,a teeth of case 1, 1 February 1818, Oostwolder- Hamri k ; b teeth of catch case 4, 25 February 1941,
Biesbosch, Dordrecht. [archives RMNH]

Schlegel (1841: 25) described this case as
follows: '….ein Exemplar von beinahe elf
Fuss Länge, welches vor etwa zwanzig
Jahren an unserer Küste strandete, zu Schiff
nach Leiden transportirt, genau angemessen,
gezeichnet und dann ausgestopft wurd e'. The
fact that the stuffed and mounted skin has
been in the collection of the RMNH is cited
by several other authors: Van Bemmelen
(1866: 248): 'Een voorwerp ongeveer veert i g
jaren geleden aan de Groningse kust gestrand
(Schlegel). De huid en het skelet van dit
v o o rwerp in het Rijks Museum van Nat. Hist.
te Leyden.' [An object stranded about forty
years ago on the 'Groningse' coast (Schegel).
The skin and skeleton of this object are in the
RMNH at Leyden]; Schlegel (1870: 86): 'I n
het Rijks Museum van Natuurl. Historie te
Leiden bevindt zich de opgezette huid….' ['In
the natural history museum at Leyden is the
stuffed skin of…"]; Flower (1880: 4): '..stuffed in the Leiden Museum…'; Van Oort
(1918: 57): 'In de collectie zijn: a. opgezet
man van onze kust, door Schlegel afgebeeld
in 1841..' ['In de collection are: a. stuff e d
male from our coast, illustrated by Schlegel
in 1841…']; Van Deinse (1923): 'Opgezet
R.M.N.H. Leiden' ['Stuffed skin in R.M.N.H.
Leyden'] and in 1931: 'Opgezet in Leiden;

skelet ook?' ['Stuffed skin in Leyden, skeleton
also?']. The stuffed and mounted skin is not
in the collection of the RMNH anymore. It is
not clear wat happened with this specimen. It
must be considered lost.
Literature: Schlegel 1841: plate IV, fig. 9, plate V, fig.
1,2; Van der Hoeven 1856: 384; Van Bemmelen 1866:
248; Schlegel 1870: 86, plate 12; Flower 1880: 4;
Jentink 1887: 174; Van Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse
1923: 231; Van Deinse 1931: 258, 262; Schultz 1970:
185; Broekema 1983: 69

case 3: b e fo re 1865
Adult, sex unknown. Dutch North Sea. A
complete and mounted skeleton from the former collection of W. Vrolik is in the ZMA
(ZMA 8808 (# 752)). Dusseau (1865) mentioned this skeleton in his catalogue on p. 176
(no. 752): 'Squélette d'un grand Dauphin Delphinus tursio - Mer du Nord '.
Literature: Dusseau 1865: 176

case 4: August 1878 or 1879
This severely decomposed adult specimen
was collected at the Zuiderzeedijk, nearby
'Huis Zeeburg', Amsterdam, province of
Noord Holland by Max Weber. The skeleton
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was initially deposited in the collection of
Artis Natura Magistra, Amsterdam (Van
Deinse 1923), but in 1931 Van Deinse mentioned that the skeleton was untraceable
there. Nowadays the skeleton remains in the
collection of the ZMA (ZMA 8161).

and the male foetus on alcohol are kept in the
RMNH (skeleton and skin RMNH 31192;
foetus RMNH 859). AgeGLG: 11.
Literature: Jentink 1902: 18; Van Oort 1918: 57; Van
Deinse 1923: 231; Van Deinse 1931: 259; Schultz
1970: 186; Broekema 1983: 69

Literature: Weber 1922: 446; Van Deinse 1923: 231; Van
Deinse 1931: 258, 262; Schultz 1970: 186

case 5: 20 June 1887
Subadult, sex unkown, TL 260 cm (?). Found
at De Cocksdorp, island of Texel. From this
specimen the complete skeleton was taken for
the collection of Natura Artis Magistra,
Amsterdam. The collection of the ZMA contains the mounted skeleton of this specimen
(ZMA 9238). In the archives of the RMNH is
a note by Max Weber concerning a Tursiops
with a TL of 296 cm and TW 278 kg. Weber
mentioned that he lost his notebook with the
exact date and place of stranding of this case.
He collected the skeleton for Natura Artis
Magistra. Most probably, this concerns the
Tursiops of 20 June 1887.
Literature: Van Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse 1923: 231;
Van Deinse 1931: 258, 263; Schultz 1970: 186

case 6: 27 September 1889
Adult, female, TL 314 cm, TW 385 kg.This
dolphin was found on the (now) former
island of Wieringen, province of NoordHolland. The mounted skeleton, without pelvic bones, is in the ZMA (ZMA 8633). Some
photographs of the skull are in the archives of
the ZMA.
Literature: Van Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse 1923: 231;
Weber 1922: 466; Van Deinse 1931: 258; Schultz
1970: 186

case 7: 27 November 1901
Adult, pregnant female, TL 305 cm. The
dolphin was found at ‘Het Nieuwe Diep’,
Den Helder, province of Noord-Holland.
Sold to the RMNH by dr P.P.C. Hoek (Den
Helder). The mounted skin, mounted skeleton
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case 8: September 1910
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown.
Stranded near Vierhuizen, Lauwerszee, province of Groningen. Found by dr P Kruizinga
(Delft). The mandible is supposed to be kept
in the Natuurmuseum Groningen (NMG). I
was unable to check this. The archivess of the
RMNH contain a sketch of the mandible with
measurements, as well as correspondence
between A.B. van Deinse and prof Van
Bemmelen about the disappearance of the
skull, which had been stolen by a student.
The length of the mandible is 355 mm. Not
mentioned by Schultz (1970) in his review.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 263

case 9: 20 Ju ly 1917
Neonate, female, dicephalic monstrum, TL
125 cm. Found freshly dead on the beach at
Wijk aan Zee, province of Noord Holland.
This very rare specimen was sold by J.H.
Wa l h o ff (Wijk aan Zee) to the RMNH (Van
Oort 1917: 29), where it was preserved by the
director of the museum dr E.D. van Oort.
Three photographs were made by dr J. Boeke
(these three photographs are in the archives
of the RMNH) (Fig. 3). In april 1919 the specimen was given on loan to dr A.B. Droogleever Fortuyn for further study. The latter
demonstrated the specimen in April 1919 on
the 'XVIIe Nederlandsch Natuur- en Geneeskundig congres' in Leiden. Since that time the
specimen was kept in the Anatomical Cabinet
of Leiden. Van Deinse (1931: 263) mentioned
that in 1931 the specimen was not further studied and was still unpublished in the scientific literature. Now the specimen is untraceable, neither in the Anatomical Cabinet, nor
in any other museum, and is - unfortunately -
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Figure 3 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,neonate female, monstrum. Case 9, 20 July 1917,Wijk aan Zee. Dicephalus, monosomus triotus with unilat e ral schistoprosopus on the left head. a in dorsal view, b in ventral view, c heads in frontal view. [archives RMNH]
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most probaby lost for science. It is supposed
to be lost during the Second World War in
1941.
Kamiya et al. (1981) reported the first case of
dicephaly ('duplicitas anterior') in an odontocete. They described a dicephalic foetus of
Stenella coeruleoalba which was collected on
14 December 1979 off the Pacific coast. The
specimen from Wijk aan Zee is found 62
years earlier, and should be seen as the first
known specimen of this congential deformation in an odontocete. Fortunately dr Boeke
had photographed the specimen before he
gave the specimen on loan to Droogleever
Fortuyn, otherwise we should not have had
any proof of this rare case. The specimen can
be seen as an double monstrum, in the sence
of united or conjoined twins. It has two heads
with one corpus and partial duplication of the
spine. It is a dicephalus dibrachius. The
duplication has begun in the cranial region.
The corpus is single and normal (monosomos). On the photographs the normal body
shape is visible, showing two pectoral fins,
one genital slit, one dorsal fin and normal
tailflukes. The right of the two heads is, as
far as can be judged from the photographs,
completely normal in appearance, the left of
the two heads shows however a form of teratoprosopus (face monstrosity) in the form of
a unilateral schistoprosopus.
Congenital monstruous deformations are very
rare in cetaceans. Only a few cases can be
traced in literature. Similar deformations as
found on the left head of our case are described earlier by Ohsumi (1959) in a fin whale
Balaenoptera physalus and by Kawamura
(1990) in a sei whale Balaenoptera borealis.
A siamese twin of a minke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata is described by Zinchenko & Ivashin (1987). All these cases
concern unborn fetuses. The Tursiops from
Wijk aan Zee was found after birth, the umbilicus still bleeding, and, judging by its length,
full term. Our monstrum had two heads with
four eyes and most probably three ears (trio-
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tus). Where the vertebral column duplicates is
unclear, most probably in the higher thoracic
vertebral column. Conjoined twins arises
during the process of monozygotic twinning.
The two bodies formed from the same inner
embryonic cell mass of the blastula do not
separate completely. In man, conjoined twins
(double monsters) are extremely rare with a
rate of 0.1 - 0.2 per 10.000 births (International Clearinghouse for Birth Defects
Monitoring System 1991). If the heart of the
monstrum is conjoined, all neonates die at
birth. There is probably early fetal mortality in
conjoined twins, so less will be born at term.
Concluding diagnosis: Full term female fetus,
monstrum. Dicephalus, monosomos dibrachius
with unilateral schistoprosopus on the left head.
Literature: Van Oort 1917: 29; Van Oort 1918: 57;
Nederlandsch Natuur- en Geneeskundig Congres
1920: 229; Van Deinse 1923: 232; Van Deinse 1931:
259, 263; Schultz 1970: 186

case 10: August 1917
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found at
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid
Holland. Only known from one eye preserved
in spirit in the NMR (NMR 999000393). Not
in the stranding lists by Van Deinse.
case 11: before 1918, exact date
unknown
Adult, female, TL 315 cm. Stranded at Wijk
aan Zee, province of Noord Holland.
Mounted skeleton in the RMNH (RMNH
31183). Not mentioned by Schultz (1970) in
his review. AgeGLG: 18+ (damaged section).
Literature: Van Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse 1923: 231;
Van Deinse 1931: 259; Broekema 1983: 69

case 12: after 1888, b e fo re 1918 (ex a c t
date unknown)
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm (Van
Oort, Van Deinse); 296 cm (Weber), TW 278
kg (Weber). Stranded on the 'Hollandse kust',
exact place and date of stranding unknown.
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Notes made by Max Weber in the archives of
the RMNH. Complete skeleton in the RMNH
(RMNH 31184). AgeGLG: 3.
Literature: Van Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse 1923: 231;

augustus 1919, Ballum' and on the drawing
'Ameland, 18.8.1919'. Van Oort (1920) incorrectly gives ‘Vlieland’ as place of stranding.
CBL 445 mm, RL 253 mm, GPOB 230 mm,
NTUJ 23/23, NTLJ 22/22.

Van Deinse 1931: 258; Schultz 1970: 186; Broekema
1983: 69

Literature: Van Oort 1920: 8; Van Deinse 1923: 225-226,
232; Van Deinse 1931: 259, 264; Schultz 1970: 186

case 13: April 1918
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found at
Hoek van Holland-zuid, 'De Beer'. Skull and
right mandible obtained by A.B. van Deinse
in June 1918. Skull and right mandible are in
the RMNH (no collection number).
Surprisingly, this stranding is neither mentioned by Van Deinse in 1923, nor in the list by
Schultz (1970). NTUJ 25/24, NTLJ 22/?.

case 15: 23 August 1919
Adult, sex unknown, TL 325 cm. Found at
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid
Holland. Only documented by a drawing by
M. Vieyra in the archives of the RMNH.
Nothing was saved, the remains were buried
on the beach.
Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 227, 232; Van Deinse 1931:

Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 259, 263-264

case 14: 18 August 1919
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found in
decomposed state at Ballum, island of
Ameland, province of Friesland by A.B. van
Deinse. Detailed description (in Dutch) of the
collecting of this animal in Van Deinse
(1923). The complete skull was originally in
the NMR, but was sold around 1975 from the
museum collection by R.E. Hamstra to a private skull collector. After some efforts, the
skull could be traced and was restored in the
museum collection (NMR 999000171).
Pelvic bones in the RMNH (no collection
number). Drawings of three teeth by A.B. van
Deinse in the archives of the RMNH. Van
Deinse (1923, 1931) gives no exact date, but
on the manbible of the skull is written '18

259, 264

case 16: 30 August 1919
Adult, male, TL 310 cm. Found on 30
August 1919 at Noordwijk aan Zee, province
of Zuid Holland by dr S. Birnie. Mounted
skeleton in the RMNH (RMNH 933). The
blowhole and one eye were collected by A . B .
van Deinse. The blowhole (NMR 999000394)
preserved in spirit is in the NMR. An 1:1
scale cardboard model of the dorsal fin, of
the tailflukes and of the head, a drawing of
the mounted skeleton (Fig. 4) and two photographs, one of the whole animal in lateral
view (Fig. 5) and one of the head by J.
Frowein (Arnhem) are in the archives of the
RMNH. Both photographs are illustrated in
Van Deinse (1923: fig. 1 & 2). CBL 538 mm,
RL 296 mm, GPOB 291 mm, NTUJ 27/26,

Figure 4 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,adult, m a l e. Case 16, 30 August 1919, Noordwijk aan Zee. [archives RMNH]
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Figure 5 Tu rsiops truncatus, adult male. Case 16, 30 August 1919, Noordwijk aan Zee. [photo J. Frowein, archives RMNH]

NTJL 25/25. AgeGLG: 5 (damaged section).
Literature: Van Oort 1920: 21; Van Deinse 1923; Van
Deinse 1931: 259, 264; Slijper 1936: 281; Schultz
1970: 186; Broekema 1983: 69

PERIOD 2: 1921 - 1950
THE HEYDAY OF THE DUTCH
COASTAL TURSIOPS
During this period 195 records of bottlenose
dolphin strandings are known. For 102 cases
reliable evidence of correct identification was
found, in 93 cases this evidence is lacking.
Of the reliable cases, 18 represent a neonate,
the other 84 are juvenile, sub-adult or adult.
This period represents the heyday of the
Dutch coastal Tursiops for sightings (Verwey
1975) as well as for strandings. During the
second world war (1940-1945) the access to
most of the Dutch beaches was prohibited,
hence many stranded cetaceans kept unnoticed and unreported in this period.
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case 17: 13 Febuary 1921
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
near Zandvoort, province of Noord Holland.
Five teeth in RMNH (no collection number).
Not mentioned by Van Deinse in his lists of
strandings (1923, 1931).
case 18: 31 July 1921
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 260 cm. Island of
Terschelling, 'De Boschplaat', beachmarker
22, province of Friesland by J. van Blom
(Leiden). According to Van Deinse (1923,
1931) the animal was lost. A photograph
made in August 1921 by dr A.G.M. Liernur
(Tilburg) shows the cleaned skull and scapula
and is kept in the archives of the RMNH.
This photograph was sent to Van Deinse in
December 1932. Skull and scapula are untraceable now. Possibly, the mandible in the
NMR (NMR 999000173) with the note '1921'
concerns this case.
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Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 231; Harmer 1923: 14; Van
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Deinse 1931: 259; Van Deinse 1946: 173; Schultz
1970: 186

case 19: 01 June 1922 (beginning of Ju n e
1922) or 8 July 1922
Adult, sex unknown (female?), TL 320 cm.
South of Kijkduin, Loosduinen, 15 minutes
by foot south of 'het zeehotel Wilhelmina',
province of Zuid Holland. Van Deinse (1923)
gives as stranding date July 8, 1923, but in
his thesis (1931) on page 260, he wrote June
1922 and on page 264, July 8, 1922. Harmer
(1923), who has published some details of
Dutch strandings in his list of strandings on
the British coast gives as stranding date July
1, 1922. The details of the strandings were
send to Harmer by Van Deinse. Hummelinck
(1924) mentioned that the dolphin was found
in the beginning of June 1922. Skull and left
pectoral fin were, according to Van Deinse
(1923), collected by J. Knock (Schiedam).
The skull is nowadays in the ZMA (ZMA
23.027). The left fin was in the property of
P.J. van der Laan (Rotterdam). The cervical
vertebrae and the right pectoral fin were collected by dr P. Wagenaar Hummelinck
(Vlaardingen). In January 1932 Wagenaar
Hummelinck donated the cervical vertebrae
en the pectoral fin to Van Deinse (Van
Deinse, 1946). The cervical vertebrae are
now kept in the NMR (NMR 999000182), the
fin is untraceable. Pieces of skin with rakemarks were collected by A.B. van Deinse,
these are, preserved in spirit, now kept in the
NMR (NMR 999000185). An oil painting of
the stranded animal by P.J. van der Laan
(Rotterdam) with date of stranding 22 A u g u s t
1922, six detailed drawings (one of the head,
three of rakemarks, two of both carpal skeletons) by A.B. van Deinse and a 1:1 scale
cardboard model of the right pectoral fin are
in the archives of the RMNH.

case 20: 28 Ju ly 1922 (or 28 July 1923)
Neonate, sex unknown, TL c. 110 cm.
Stranded south of 'het zeehotel Wilhelmina',
Kijkduin, Loosduinen, province of ZuidHolland. One photograph by F.A. Donkersloot (Rotterdam-Overschie) of the stranded
animal on the beach is kept in the archives of
the RMNH (Fig. 6). In Van Deinse (1923,
1931) the date of stranding is July 28, 1922.
On the back of the photograph (Fig. 6) Van
Deinse wrote as the date of stranding July 28,
1923. He also wrote on the back of the photograph that he had received it from F.A.
Donkersloot on January 21, 1924, but the list
in his article (Van Deinse 1923) stated that he
had received a photograph of the animal. This
has te be prior to December 1923. Harmer
(1923, issued 24th February 1923) wrote: 'A
young specimen (1.10 metres = 3 ft. 7 1/4 in.)
was stranded at Kijkduin, near the Hague, on
July 28, 1922'. I consider the date of standing
to be 28 July 1922. Nothing was saved of this
case. The measured length (110 cm is small
for a neonate Tu r s i o p s) should be judged with
some reservation (see Fig. 6, the length of the
dolphin in relation to the two men). Not mentioned by Schultz (1970).
Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 232; Harmer 1923: 14; Van
Deinse 1931: 260, 265

Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 227-229, 232, fig. 3;
Harmer 1923: 14; Van Oort 1923: 8; Hummelinck

Figure 6 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,neonate, sex unknown. Case 20, 28

1924; Van Deinse 1931: 260, 264; Van Deinse 1946:

July 1922, Kijkduin. [photo: F.A. Donkersloot, archives RMNH]
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case 21: October 1922
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown.
Stranded at Bloemendaal, province of Noord
Holland. Only known from two mandibles in
the ZMA (ZMA 11.408) originating from the
former collection of dr. Metzelaar. On the
jawbones is written "L a g e n o rhynchus acu t u s", which is an incorrect identification. This
case is neither mentioned in one of the stranding lists by Van Deinse nor in the list by
Schultz (1970). NTLJ 22/21.

1:1 scale cardboard model of the left pectoral
fin in archives RMNH. Right pectoral fin,
scapula, 2 lumbar vertebrae, the skull with
some teeth, 1 eye and the blow hole were collected for the collection of a secondary
school at Rotterdam, but are now all untraceable. The other pectoral fin, the mandibles
and one scapula were collected by A.B.
Perduyn, Strijensas, but are also untracea b l e .
This case is only documented by the photograph and the drawings by A.B. Van Deinse.

case 22: 17 May 1923
Adult (senile), female (?), TL c. 330 cm.
Found dead in 'het Hollands Diep' near
Strijensas, province of Zuid Holland. The
case was reported to A.B. van Deinse by dr J.
Büttikofer (Rotterdam). The dead animal was
exhibited during the Whitsuntide in Strijensas. An attractive photograph of the animal
on a farm cart by D.P. Boer ('s-Gravendeel) is
in the archives of the RMNH and in the
archives of the author (Fig. 7). Drawing of
three teeth and a drawing of the skeleton of
the right carpus by A.B. van Deinse and an

Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 229-230, 231; Harmer
1925: 19; Van Deinse 1931: 260, 265; Schultz 1970:
186

case 23: 29 August 1923
Neonate, male, TL 150 cm. Found on the
beach at Terheide, province of Zuid Holland.
Right pectoral fin was collected by J. Knock
(Schiedam), but is untraceable. Drawing of
the skeleton of the right carpus by A.B. van
Deinse in archives RMNH. Harmer (1925)
lists, on authority of Van Deinse, two strandings of neonate Tursiops on 29 August 1923,

Figure 7 Tu rsiops truncatus, adult, female. Case 22, 17 May 1923, Strijensas. [photo D.P. Boer, archives E.J.O. Kompanje]

180

KOMPANJE: Tursiops truncatus in the Netherlands

one of 150 cm and one of 98 cm, both stranded at Terheide. Van Deinse (1923) and Van
Deinse (1931) also mention this second case.
Both specimens were found by J. Knock
(Schiedam). Given the length, the second
case does not seem a reliable identification to
me, and possibly represents a harbour porpoise. Van Deinse (1931: 266) concluded that
the second case concerns a premature birth,
without actually having seen the animal. This
animal was severely decomposed, so the
identification and/or length should be judged
with some reservation.
Literature: Van Deinse 1923: 232; Harmer 1925: 19; Van
Deinse 1931: 260, 265-266; Schultz 1970: 186

case 24: 07- 08 August 1924
Neonate, female, TL 162 cm. Stranded alive
at Scheveningen, province of Zuid Holland.
Killed and buried on the beach. On August 8,
1924 the dolphin was exhumed by F.P.
Koumans (The Hague), who collected the
skull, pelvic bones and pectoral fins. The
RMNH holds the skull, hyoid and pectoral
fins (RMNH 1667). The hyoid in the box
with the skull and fins is not of a Tursiops,
but of an adult P h o c o e n a. Photographs of the
head and pectoral fins by F.P. Koumans, cardboard scale 1:1 models and radiographs of
both pectoral fins are in the archives of the
RMNH. According to Broekema (1983) the
pelvic bones are also in the collection of the
RMNH, but they are untraceable now. CBL
352 mm, RL 182 mm, GPOB 156 mm, NTUJ
24/23, NTLJ 20/21.
Literature: Harmer 1925: 19; Koumans 1925: 282-284;
Harmer 1927: 74; Van Oort 1928: 21; Van Deinse

400000439). The hyoid is not traceable anymore.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 260

case 26: 29 November 1925
Sub-adult, male, TL 245 cm Found on the
beach south of IJmuiden, province of Noord
Holland by J.P. Strijbos. A bycatch; the abdomen was cut open by fishermen (Kompanje
1998). The skull and hyoid are in the RMNH
(RMNH 1466), both pectoral fins are in the
NMR (NMR 999000389). Three diff e r e n t
photographs (one of the entire animal on the
beach, two of the head) and a radiograph of
both pectoral fins are kept in the archives of
the RMNH. Broekema (1983), incorrectly,
gives 1926 as year of stranding (the date '29
November 1926' written on the label of the
skull is incorrect). CBL 449 mm, RL 235
mm, GPOB 253 mm, NTUJ 25/25, NTLJ
26/25. AgeGLG: 1.
Literature: Van Oort 1926: 11; Strijbos 1926; Van Deinse
1931: 260; Schultz 1970: 186; Broekema 1983: 69

case 27: December 1925 (17 Ju ly 1926)
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Stranded
at 'de Beer' (close to the landing stage,
Nieuwe Waterweg), Hoek van Holland zuid,
province of Zuid Holland (Rotterdam). Found
in decomposed state by J. de Klerk on 17 July
1926. A photograph of the cervical and first
thoracic vertebrae and a drawing of the skeleton of the right carpus by A.B. van Deinse are
kept in the archives of the RMNH. The NMR
holds the cervical vertebrae, the first thoracic
vertebra, humerus, radius and ulna and a
hyoid (NMR 999000390) dated 17 July 1926.

1931: 260, 264; Schultz 1970: 186; Broekema 1983:
69

Literature: Harmer 1927: 32; Van Deinse 1931: 260, 266;
Schultz 1970: 186

case 25: 14 August 1925
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found at
Wijk aan Zee by M.J. van Sambeek
(Enschede). Skull and hyoid were collected
and stored in the Natuurmuseum Enschede.
The skull is still in this museum (NME

case 28: Augustus 1926
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 325 cm. Found in
decomposed state at IJmuiden, province of
Noord Holland by J.P. Strijbos. He collected
the 13th tooth from the left mandible. Harmer
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(1927) gives, on authority of Van Deinse,
strandings of Tursiops for 1925/1926.
Regarding this stranding August 1926 is
given as stranding date. The only proof is one
worn tooth which is kept in the RMNH (no
collection number).
Literature: Harmer 1927: 32; Van Deinse 1931: 161;
Schultz 1970: 186

case 29: 1927
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found
stranded at Wissekerke, Sophiapolder, Noord
Beveland, province of Zeeland. Collected by
A.B. van Deinse en dr L. Gelderman (Kortgene)
on July 18, 1928, in decomposed state. The
almost complete mounted skeleton is in the
NMR (NMR 999000184). Drawing of the
skeleton of the left carpus by dr A.B. van
Deinse in the archives of the RMNH.
Radiograph of the pelvic bones in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261, 266 - 267; Schultz
1970: 187

case 30: 16 Janu a ry 1927
Neonate, female, TL c. 160 cm. Found on the
beach south of Zandvoort (beachmarker 70),
province of Noord Holland by J.P. Strijbos.
Complete and mounted skeleton is kept in the
RMNH (RMNH 1558). Three different photographs by J.P. Strijbos are kept in the archives of the RMNH and in the archives of the
author (Fig. 8). Broekema (1983), incorrectly,
gives 1588 as collection number.
Literature: Van Oort 1927: 13; Van Deinse 1931: 261,
266; Slijper 1936: 294; IJsseling & Scheygrond,
1943: pl. 55.A & 1949: pl. 63.A; Schultz 1970: 187;
Broekema 1983: 69

case 31: 05 February 1927
Neonate, female (?), TL c. 165 cm. Found on
the beach near 's-Gravenhage ('het stille
strand') by A. de Lorm ('s-Gravenhage). The
skeleton of this specimen was collected for
the 'Museum voor Onderwijs', 's-Gravenhage
(now Museon). Two photographs of the head
by A.J. de Lorm are kept in the archives of
the RMNH. Schultz (1970) gives as place of

Figure 8 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,neonate, female. Case 30, 16 January 1927, Zandvoort. [photo J.P. Strijbos, archives RMNH]
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stranding 'Scheveningen'. The mounted skeleton in the private collection of mr L.A. Man
in 't Veld, Vlaardingen, most probably concerns this case.

frontal view) are kept in the archives of the
RMNH. According to Van Deinse (1946: 173)
the animal was found in the beginning of June
1928. Not in the review by Schultz (1970).

Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261, 266; Schultz 1970:

Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261, 267; Van Deinse 1946:

187

case 32: 28 August 1927
Neonate, male, TL 162 cm. Found on the
beach at Wassenaarse Slag, province of Zuid
Holland by A . W. Lacourt. Complete mounted
skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH 1609).
Also some 'soft parts' were collected for the
collection of the RMNH, but these could not
be traced during this study. CBL 342 mm, RL
175 mm, GPOB 159 mm, NTUJ 26/26, NTLJ
25/25. AgeGLG: 0.

173; Schultz 1970:187

case 35: 08 Ju ly 1928
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
on the beach at Wassenaar (beach marker 9596), province of Zuid Holland. Two photographs by Jhr. mr. C. C. Cix (one of the entire
animal on the beach, one of the head) in the
archives of the RMNH present the only evidence of the stranding.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261, 267; Schultz 1970:
187

Literature: Van Oort 1927: 25; Van Deinse 1931: 261,
267; Schultz 1970: 187; Broekema 1983: 69

case 33: 18 May 1928
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL 230 cm. Found
by J.P. Strijbos nearby De Koog, island of
Texel, province of Noord Holland. The left
scapula was collected and is now kept in the
NMR (NMR 999000180).
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261; Schultz 1970: 187

case 34: beginning of June 1928 or 25
June 1928 and 01 July 1928
Adult, male, TL c. 350 cm. Found on June,
25 1928 by W. van Dieren (Terschelling) on
the beach north of the De Koog, Island of
Texel, province of Noord Holland. Van
Dieren collected two teeth, which he send to
A.B. van Deinse. On 1 July 1928 the same
animal was also found by dr. P. Wagenaar
Hummelinck (Vlaardingen) who collected 15,
partly severely worn, teeth and who made
four different photographs. The 17 teeth are
preserved in the RMNH (no collection number). The four different photographs (one of
the entire animal on the beach, one of the
animal in dorsal, one in ventral and one in

case 36: 25 June 1929 and February
1930
Adult, male, TL c. 325 cm. Found stranded
on 'De Beer', Hoek van Holland zuid, province of Zuid Holland by J.P. Strijbos, who, at
that occasion only collected the skull. In
February 1930 A.B. van Deinse and J.P.
Strijbos collected the remaining bones.
Almost all vertebrae, costae, both scapulae,
one humerus, one radius are in the RMNH
(RMNH 31193, formerly RMNH 1769 &
1877). Two photographs by E. Nieuwenhuis
and five by J.P. Strijbos are kept in the archives of the RMNH. AgeGLG: 18.
Literature: Van Oort 1930: 7, 24; Strijbos 1930; Van
Deinse 1931: 261, 267-268; Slijper 1936, Abb. 209;
Schultz 1970: 187; Broekema 1983: 69

case 37: 27 or 28 June 1929
Adult, male, TL c. 320 cm. Found on the
beach near Zandvoort (beachmarker 64). Was
buried on the beach and subsequently exhumed on 3 July 1929 by J.P. Strijbos. The
mounted skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH
1758). Three photographs of the exhumed
animal (one in lateral view, one in ventral
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view and one of the mouth showing the teeth)
and one painting of the entire animal by M.A.
Koekoek (Fig. 1) in the archives of the RMNH.
A radiograph of the pelvic bones is kept in
the archives of the RMNH. Both eyes and
penis of a Tursiops preserved in alcohol were
discovered in the collection of the RMNH.
On the label, as date of stranding is given, 4
July 1929 and as place of stranding
Zandvoort. The collection number is RMNH
1758, which is the same number as the skeleton of the Tursiops collected on 27/28 June
1929, so I regard these two cases as being
one. CBL 542 mm, RL 299 mm, GPOB 300
mm, NTUJ 23/24, NTLJ 21/22. AgeGLG: 11
(clear GLG's).
Literature: Van Oort 1929: 28; Van Deinse 1931: 261,
268; Slijper 1936: 183, 203, 281 (abb. 126), 326-327,
416-417, Abb. 213; Schultz 1970: 187; Broekema
1983: 69

case 38: 25 July 1929
Juvenile, female, TL 180 cm. South of
Zandvoort. Found by A.B. van Deinse and T.
de Haas in a decomposed state. Ten teeth,
pelvic bones, humerus, radius and ulna were
collected by A.B. van Deinse. The pelvic
bones are nowadays in the RMNH (no collection number), 10 teeth, humerus, radius and
ulna are in the NMR (NMR 999000206). A
radiograph of the pelvic bones is kept in the
archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261; Schultz 1970: 187

case 39: 01 August 1929
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. This
freshly dead dolphin was found on the island
of Terschelling, province of Friesland (at
beachmarker 11). The only documentation on
the stranding is one photograph by G. Dijken
(Groningen) (Fig. 9). The animal was buried
on the beach.
Literature: Van Deinse 1931: 261, 268; Schultz 1970: 187

Figure 9 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,adult, sex unknown. Case 39, 1 August 1929, island of Terschelling. [photo G. Dijken, archives RMNH]
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case 40: "Winter 1929-1930"
Adult specimen, sex unknown, TL unknown.
The skull and some vertebrae were found by
J.P. Strijbos on July, 6 1930 at beachmarker
23 on the island of Texel, province of Noord
Holland. Three thoracic vertebrae were collected (RMNH 1860). A photograph of the
skull and some vertebrae on the beach is kept
in the archives of RMNH. Lacking in the
catalogue of Broekema (1983). Exact date of
stranding remains unknown. Not in Schultz
(1970).

the catalogue of Broekema (1983).
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 8-9; Van Deinse 1946:
174-175, 185

case 42: 05 Ju ly 1930
Adult specimen, sex unknown, TL c. 360 cm.
Stranded at Hoek van Holland, province of
Zuid Holland. Only one photograph of the
stranded animal in the archives RMNH (Fig.
10). This stranding is not mentioned by Van
Deinse (1931, 1933 or 1946) or by Schultz
(1970).

Literature: Van Oort 1930: 32; Van Deinse 1931: 261,
268

case 41: September 1930
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
at the island of Vlieland, province of
Friesland by F. Makkink and J. Böhmers. The
skull and the atlas were collected by J.
Böhmers for A.B. van Deinse. Nowadays the
skull and 20 teeth are in the RMNH (RMNH
37957) and the atlas in the NMR (NMR
999000392). The skull is not mentioned in

case 43: 08 April 1931
Adult specimen, female, TL c. 275 cm.
Stranded north of 't Horntje, near Oudeschild,
island of Texel, province of Noord Holland.
Two photographs (one of the entire animal in
ventral view and one of the head) by Jac.
Vuyk (The Hague) are kept in the archives of
the RMNH. Not in Schultz (1970).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177

Figure 10 Tu rsiops truncatus, adult, sex unknown. Case 42, 5 July 1930, Hoek van Holland. [photo anonymus, archives RMNH]
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case 44: 31 May 1931 and end of Ju n e
1931, 2 July 1931, 1 Augustus 1931
Adult specimen, male, TL c. 290 cm. Found
on 31 May 1931 at the beach near beachmarker
18, de Koog, island of Texel, province of
Noord Holland. Two teeth were collected by
H.J.A. Kraai (Texel) on May 31, 1931 (collection RMNH, no collection number). One
photograph of the dolphin in ventral view by
H.J.A. Kraai is in the archives of the RMNH.
On one of the teeth a cirriped Balanus
balanoides was found.
The archives of the RMNH also contains a
photograph made by P. Cornet of a dead
bottlenose dolphin of 300 cm length, found
south of De Koog, island of Texel on the end
of June 1931. Two teeth are in the RMNH
(no collection number). This concerns, most
probably, the same animal as the one from 31
May 1931. Van Deinse (1946) gives two
d i fferent strandings, one on 31 May 1931
found by H.J.A. Kraai and one on the end of
June 1931 found by M.J. Mol and P. Cornet.
As said before, they are the same case.
The collection of the RMNH also contains
another tooth, collected by M.J. Mol, from an
adult Tursiops with a TL of 300 cm, found in
July 1931 at De Koog, island of Texel. On
one of the teeth, again, a cirriped Balanus
balanoides was found. This also concerns the
same animal.
On July 2, 1931 a c. 250 cm long decomposed Tursiops was found by A.J. Jansen
(Amsterdam), also south of De Koog (Van
Deinse 1933: 9). Is this also the same animal?
Van Deinse (1933: 9) mentioned that the
skull, one scapula, one humerus and two caudal vertebrae were collected by Jansen and
donated in December 1931 to Van Deinse.
The right scapula, the left mandible, one
bulla and one caudal vertebra are kept in the
collection of the NMR (NMR 999000175).
Van Deinse (1946: 174-175) also list a specimen of unknown sex, unknown length found
on August 1, 1931 nearby De Koog.

186

I regard all these cases as the stranding of the
same animal, found and reported by diff e r e n t
people.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 9-10; Van Deinse 1946:
174-175, 185; Schultz 1970: 187

case 45: Ju ly 1931
Neonate, sex unknown, TL c. 150 cm. Found
on the beach between Egmond and Castricum, province of Noord Holland at beachmarker 41-42. One tooth was collected for
Van Deinse. This tooth is kept in the collection of the RMNH (no collection number),
one photograph of the animal on the beach in
lateral view by W.P. de Vries in the archives
of the RMNH (Fig. 11). The skull was collected by De Vries.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 9; Van Deinse 1946: 174175, 185; Schultz 1970: 187

case 46: 7 September 1931
Sub-adult, male, TL c. 285 cm, weight c. 138
kg. Found on the beach between Zandvoort
en Noordwijk, province of Noord Holland,
beachmarker 72, by F. Niesen. Complete and
mounted skeleton in RMNH (RMNH 1998).
Seven photographs (two of the head, one of
the animal in dorsal view, one of the animal
in ventral view, one in frontal view and two
photographs taken while collecting the animal) by J.P. Strijbos and F. Niesen in the
archives RMNH. CBL 495 mm, RL 264 mm,
GPOB 252 mm, NTUJ 26/27, NTLJ 24/24.
AgeGLG: 2 (very poor section).
Literature: Strijbos, 1931; Strijbos, 1933; Van Deinse
1933: 10; Slijper 1936: 108, 293 (abb. 134); Boschma
1938: 30; Van Deinse 1946: 174-175, 185; Schultz
1970: 187; Broekema 1983: 69

case 47: 8 September 1931
Neonate, sex unknown, TL c. 150 cm. Found
south of Zandvoort, province of Noord
Holland. Found in decomposed state by a
reliable finder (J.P. Strijbos). Despite the lack
of documentation, a reliable case.
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Figure 11 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,neonate, sex unknown. Case 45, J u ly 1931, between Egmond aan Zee and Castricum. [photo W.P. de
Vries, archives RMNH]

Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 10-11; Van Deinse 1946:
174-175; Schultz 1970: 187

Case 48: 7 Fe b r u a ry 1932
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL 220 cm. Found
south of Huisduinen, province of Noord
Holland by dr J. Verwey and L. van 't Sant.
Verwey was an experienced observer of
Tursiops in the Marsdiep area, province of
Noord Holland, making this case reliable.
One tooth was collected by Van 't Sant, but is
untraceable now.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 16; Van Deinse 1946: 174175; Schultz 1970: 187; Verwey 1975: 99

case 49: 10 April 1932
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found by
J.P. Strijbos north of Wijk aan Zee, province
of Noord Holland. No further documentation.
See also case 47. In the collection of the
NMR is a right mandible of an adult Tursiops

which was collected by J.P. Strijbos in 1932
(NMR 999000176). Further documentation is
lacking. Possibly this mandible relates to this
stranding.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 16; Van Deinse 1946: 174175; Schultz 1970: 188

case 50: 5 June 1932
Adult, male, TL c. 340 cm. Found at Egmond
aan Zee, province of Noord Holland by J.
Arntz (Alkmaar). Van Deinse received three
teeth, two of them severely worn, collected
by the finder. These three teeth are kept in the
collection of the RMNH (no collection number). On a later date the dolphin was found
again by dr E.J. Slijper.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 16; Van Deinse 1946: 174175; Schultz 1970: 187
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case 51: ' June 1932'
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Only
documented by a left humerus in the collection of the NMR (NMR 999000181). Neither
mentioned in one of the lists by Van Deinse
nor in the review by Schultz (1970).

by two photographs by H. Kalkman of the
animal on the beach (one in dorsal view, one
in fronto-ventral view. CBL 557 mm, RL 318
mm, GPOB 309 mm, NTUJ 26/26, NTLJ
25/24. AgeGLG: 11.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 174-175; Schultz 1970:

case 53: 25 June 1932
Neonate, female, TL 125 cm. Found by dr
A.B. van Deinse south of Wassenaarse slag,
province of Zuid holland. Complete mandible
and pelvic bones collected by dr A.B. van
Deinse. Both mandibles, without teeth, are
kept in the NMR (NMR 999000174), pelvic
bones in the RMNH (no collection number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 17; Van Deinse 1946: 174-

188; Broekema 1983: 69

case 57: 2 October 1932
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL 230 cm. Found
between beachmarker 6 and 8 at Huisduinen,
province of Noord Holland. Only known
from the report by dr J. Verwey (1975), who
was an experienced observer of Tursiops in
the Marsdiep area, province of Noord
Holland.

175; Schultz 1970: 187
Literature: Verwey 1975: 99

case 54: 08 July 1932
Adult, male, TL c. 300 cm. Found south of
Egmond aan Zee, province of Noord Holland.
Found in decomposed state by dr E.J. Slijper.
Only documented by one photograph by E.J.
Slijper of the animal on the beach in ventral
view (archives RMNH).
case 55: 26 August 1932
Adult, male, TL 335 cm. Found severely
decomposed by dr J.W. van Dieren and J.P.
Strijbos on de Noordvaarder, Spathoek,
Island of Terschelling, province of Friesland.
Skull and sternum in the NMR (NMR
999000183), pelvic bones in the RMNH, and
two photographs in the archives of the
RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1933: 17; Van Deinse 1946: 174175, 185; Schultz 1970: 188

case 56: 30 August 1932
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm. Found on
the beach at Renesse, Schouwen, province of
Zeeland. Bycatch, abdomen cut open by fishermen (see Kompanje 1998). The skull and the
hyoid are in the RMNH (RMNH 2113). The
teeth are worn. This case is also documented
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case 58: April 1933
Adult, sex unknown, c. 300 cm. Found on the
Eastern dike of Schokland, province of
Overijssel. The skull was collected by dr.
Havinga for the 'Rijksinstituut voor
Visserijonderzoek, Oost-Indisch huis,
Amsterdam', but is now kept in the RMNH
(RMNH 12597). CBL 557 mm, RL 318 mm,
GPOB 309 mm, NTUJ 26/26, NTLJ 25/24.
AgeGLG: 16+ (very poor sections, top of
tooth worn flat).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 174-175, 185-186; Schultz
1970: 188; Broekema 1983: 70

case 59: May 1933
Subadult, female, TL unknown. Found at
'Buiten IJ' near Durgerdam, province of
Noord Holland. This case is only known from
a newspaper photograph published in May
1933 ('Rotterdamsch Nieuwsblad 18 May
1933; 'De Telegraaf' 19 May 1933) and some
small newspaper notations ('De Telegraaf' 22
May 1933; 'Het Volk', 27 May 1933). During
this months several Harbour porpoises,
Bottlenose dolphins and Harbour seals died
after the closure of the Zuiderzee.
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case 60: 29 July 1933
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found
nearby beachmarker 16 on the island of
Texel, province of Noord Holland. Three
teeth were collected for dr A.B. van Deinse.
These three severely worn teeth are now in
the collection of the RMNH (no collection
number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 174-175; Schultz 1970: 188

case 61: 23 September 1933
Adult, sex unknown, TL 326 cm. Found
between IJmuiden and Zandvoort, province
of Noord Holland. Two photographs by J.P.
Strijbos are in the archives of the RMNH.The
animal was collected and transported to
Natura Artis Magistra, Amsterdam, but it is
unknown what happened with the cadaver.
Van Deinse (1946: 174-175) reported this
stranding in 1946, so it is strange that in a
later publication (Van Deinse 1952: 21) he
wrote that he didn't know of this particular
stranding before December 1951.
Literature: Strijbos 1933b; Van Deinse 1946: 174-175;
Van Deinse 1952: 21-22; Schultz 1970: 188

case 62: 21 May 1934
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
on the beach between De Koog and Westerslag, island of Texel, province of Noord
Holland. Only documented by one photograph
made by A. Vlietstra (Beverwijk) of the animal
in dorsal view (archives RMNH).

GPOB 202 mm, NTUJ 21/22, NTLJ 22/23.
AgeGLG: 1.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177; Slijper 1936: 485;
Schultz 1970: 188; Broekema 1983: 69

case 64: 30 June 1934
Neonate, female, TL 116 cm. Found by the
wife of dr A.B. van Deinse, Mrs W. van
Deinse-Kalkman between Zandvoort and
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid
Holland. The upper lips show 2 x 6 hairs, the
teeth being below the gum. The snout and
both tympanic bullae are in the NMR (NMR
999000208). The pelvic bones and one tooth
are in the collection of the RMNH (no collection numbers).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 186; Schultz
1970: 188

case 65: 28 June 1934 or 27 - 28 Ju ly
1934
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL c. 180 cm. Found
by dr L.D. Brongersma nearby de Koog,
island of Texel, province of Noord Holland.
The complete skeleton is kept in the RMNH
(RMNH 2263). On the label attached to the
skull 28 June 1934 is given as date of collecting. Severely diseased vertebrae (Kompanje,
in prep). CBL 392 mm, RL 203 mm, GPOB
193 mm, NTUJ 26/24, NTLJ 22/23.
AgeGLG: 0.
Literature: Boschma 1938: 28; Van Deinse 1946: 176177, 186; Schultz 1970: 188; Broekema 1983

Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 174-175; Schultz 1970: 188

case 63: 28 May 1934
Juvenile, male, TL c. 200 cm. Found by C.B.
Reuser at Noordwijk aan Zee, province of
Zuid Holland. Complete mounted, severely
diseased skeleton in the RMNH (RMNH
2247) (Kompanje, in prep). Slijper (1936)
judged the second thoracic up to and including the eight lumbar, the 10-18 lumbar and
1-8 caudal vertebrae 'pachyostotisch angeschwollen'. CBL 4 11 mm, RL 209 mm,

case 66: 14 August 1934
Neonate, male, TL 130 cm. Albino. Found
between Harlingen and Zurich, province of
Friesland. The cetologist dr E.J. Slijper collected pieces of skin, the skull and dorsal fin,
pectoral fins, pelvic bones and tailflukes.
Only the pelvic bones could be traced in the
collection of the RMNH (no collection number). The archives of the RMNH contain the
correspondence between Verwey/Slijper and
Boschma/Slijper.
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Literature: Slijper 1936: 8, 60-61, 128-129, 258-259,

1970: 188; Broekema 1983: 69

299, 308; Boschma 1938: 39; Van Deinse 1946: 176177, 186; Schultz 1970: 188

case 67: 16 May 1935
Adult, female, TL c. 275 cm. Found at
Cadzand, Zeeuws Vlaanderen, province of
Zeeland. The skull and the hyoid are in the
RMNH (RMNH 2330). CBL 531 mm, RL
302 mm, GPOB 275 mm, NTUJ 22/23, NTLJ
22/22. AgeGLG: 5 (clear GLG's).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177; Schultz 1970:
185; De Smet 1974: 37; De Smet 1981: 16;
Broekema 1983: 69

case 68: 24 May 1935
Juvenile, female, TL 220 cm. Found on the
beach (beachmarker 11) nearby Midsland,
island of Terschelling, province of Friesland.
Three photographs (two of the head, one in
ventral view) in the archives of the RMNH.
Some teeth were collected by the finder
(G.W. Jongens, Terschelling).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 186; Schultz
1970: 188

case 69: 15 Augustus 1935
Neonate, male, 140 cm. Found at Den Helder,
province of Noord Holland. This case is only
known from the publication by dr E.J. Slijper
(1938) concerning the Corpus cavernosus of
the penis of cetaceans.

case 71: 04 March 1936
Adult, male, TL 306 cm. Found at the island
of Texel, beachmarker 17, province of Noord
Holland. The skull is in the collection of
Ecomare, Den Burg, Texel (Natural History
Museum Texel).
case 72: 12 April 1936
Juvenile, male, TL 210 cm. Found by J.J. ter
Pelkwijk (Leiden) on the north side of the
Vliehors, island of Vlieland, province of
Friesland (Fig. 12). The skull is in the RMNH
(RMNH 2450). Two photographs (one of the
head, one of the animal in ventral view) and
one detailed drawing by the finder in the
archives of the RMNH. CBL 455 mm, RL
240 mm, GPOB 235 mm, NTUJ 27/26, NTLJ
24/24.
Literature: Boschma 1938b: 23; Van Deinse 1946: 176177, 187; Schultz 1970: 188; Broekema 1983: 69

case 73: '08 May 1936' (c. 1905)
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Skeletal
remains found during an excavation in
M u i d e r b e rg, province of Noord Holland. The
dolphin stranded there about 30 years earlier.
One bulla tympanica in the collection of the
ZMA (ZMA 23.715). Some bones were collected by Th. Mol, but they could not be
retrieved.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 186; Schultz

Literature: Slijper 1938: 205

case 70: 01 November 1935
Adult, male, TL 338 cm. Found on the beach
at Wissekerke, province of Zeeland.
Complete mounted skeleton in RMNH
(RMNH 2382). Five photographs by dr. L.D.
Brongersma in the archives of the RMNH.
CBL 540 mm, RL 299 mm, GPOB 297 mm,
NTUJ 26/26, NTLJ 25/26. AgeGLG: 12+
(damaged section, top of tooth worn).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 186; Schultz
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case 74: 16 May 1936
Adult, male, TL 300 cm. Found on the
Marsdiep dike, off Westplein, Den Helder,
province of Noord Holland. Only known by
the report of dr J. Verwey, who was an experienced observer of Tursiops in the Marsdiep
area, province of Noord Holland.
Literature: Verwey 1975: 105
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Figure 12 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,juvenile, m a l e. Case 72, 12 A p ril 1936, island of Vlieland. [photo J.J. ter Pelkwijk, archives RMNH]

case 75: 11 July 1936
Juvenile, male, TL 210 cm. Found by dr
G.C.A. Junge and dr A.B. van Deinse on the
beach between Zandvoort and IJmuiden, province of Noord Holland. Skull, left mandible
and pelvic bones are kept in the RMNH
(RMNH 2484). One photograph showing dr
Junge and dr Van Deinse dissecting the animal on the beach is kept in the archives of
the RMNH. CBL 448 mm, RL 228 mm,
GPOB 229 mm.
Literature: Boschma 1938b: 21; Van Deinse 1946: 176177, 187; Schultz 1970: 188; Broekema 1983: 69

case 76: 15 September 1936
Adult, male, TL 268 cm. South of Zandvoort,
beachmarker 69, province of Noord Holland.
According to Van Deinse the skull should be
in the RMNH, but it was not found there.
Pelvic bones in RMNH (no collection number). Three photographs (one of the animal in
ventral view, one in dorsal view and one of
the head) are in the archives of the RMNH.

Literature: Niesen, 1937; Van Deinse 1946: 176-177,
187; Schultz 1970: 189

case 77: 18 October 1936
Adult male, TL 285 cm. Found on the island
of Ameland, at Hollum, province of
Friesland. This case is only known from a
photograph in a newspaper article.
Literature: Anonymus 1936; Van Deinse 1946: 176-177;
Schultz 1970: 189

case 78: 29 October 1936
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 350 cm. Found
south of Wijk aan Zee, province of Noord
Holland by H. v.d. Hout. One worn tooth was
collected for dr A.B. van Deinse, and is now
in the RMNH (no collection number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 187; Schultz
1970: 189
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case 79: June 1937
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL 230 cm. Found
by dr L.G. Gelderman at Wissekerke, Noord
Beveland, province of Zeeland. One mandible
and one tooth were collected for dr A.B. van
Deinse. Only the tooth could be traced in the
collection of the RMNH (no collection numb e r ).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 176-177, 187; Schultz

Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 84: 03 or 12 January 1938
Adult, female (?), TL 330 cm. Found in the
harbour Flaauwers, Kerkwerve, Zierikzee,
province of Zeeland. Only documented by
one photograph of the animal in dorsal view
and one drawing of the animal by J. Vi e rgever, who found the animal.

1970: 189
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz

case 80: 28 June 1937
Adult, sex unknown. Found by dr De Jong at
Den Helder, province of Noord-Holland.
Skull is in the ZMA (ZMA 2725). Not mentioned in any stranding list before.
case 81: Ju ly 1937
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found at
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid
Holland. Teeth worn. Only known from the
skull in the collection of the RMNH (RMNH
3155). Not in one of the stranding lists or in
the review by Schultz (1970). CBL 543 mm,
RL 304 mm, GPOB 293 mm, NTUJ 25/24,
NTLJ 24/24. AgeGLG: 10 (top of tooth worn
down).
Literature: Broekema 1983: 69

case 82: 19 September 1937
Adult, male, TL c. 350 cm. Found on the
beach at Renesse, Island of Schouwen, province of Zeeland, by J. Vi e rg e v e r. One severely worn tooth and pelvic bones in RMNH.
Two photographs by R. ten Kate (Zierikzee)
in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 83: 14 November 1937
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL c. 200 cm.
Beached at Oostvoorne, province of Zuid Holland. Only known from a drawing of the head
of the animal by Mrs B. Korpershoek (Rotterdam), kept in the archives of the RMNH.
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1970: 189

case 85: 16 Janu a ry 1938
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 350 cm. Found on
the beach at Harlingen, province of Friesland.
The skull is in the RMNH (RMNH 3313).
Correspondence between the RMNH and the
finder (D. Nielsen) in the archives of the
RMNH. The right mandible shows the result
of pyogenic osteomyelitis. CBL 532 mm, RL
290 mm, GPOB 300 mm, NTUJ 23/23, NTLJ
24/24. AgeGLG: 8 (damaged section).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189; Broekema 1983: 69

case 86: 22 May 1938
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 200 cm. Found by
H.J.A. Kraai on the island of Texel at beachmarker 24, province of Noord Holland. Five
teeth were collected for dr A.B. van Deinse,
now kept in the collection of the RMNH (no
collection number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 87: 31 May 1938
Neonate, female, TL 120 cm. Found at the
Flaauwers inlage, Kerkwerve, Zierikzee,
Schouwen, province of Zeeland. Detailed
description with measurements and five
sketches by J. Vi e rgever in the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189
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case 88: 23 July 1938
Neonate, male, TL 125 cm. Found at
Scharendijke, Brouwershaven, province of
Zeeland. Two drawings by J. Viergever in the
archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 89: 19 August 1938 and 30
October 1938
Juvenile, female, TL 178 cm. Found by dr
A.B. van Deinse during his holiday at
Westerschouwen. Pelvic bones at RMNH (no
collection number), 6 teeth at NMR (NMR
(9990-01157). One bottle of oil collected
from the blubber in the collection of the
RMNH, two bottles are in the NMR. Three
photographs by dr A.B. van Deinse are kept
in the archives of the RMNH (Fig. 13). On 30
Oktober 1938 the cadaver was still at the
same place on the beach (archives
'Strandwerkgroep'). NTUJ 21/22, NTLJ 2 0 / 2 2 .

Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 90: 21 August 1938
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL c. 200 cm.
Found on the Boschplaat, island of
Terschelling by Sander van Deinse
(Rotterdam). Six teeth are in the collection of
the RMNH (no collection number). One of
these teeth has two crowns merging into a
common basal portion, representing a transitional stage in the splitting process. Two photographs of the dolphin are kept in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz
1970: 189

case 91: 9 September 1938
Adult, male, TL c.350 cm. Found at Loosduinen, province of Zuid Holland. Observed
by dr G.C.A. Junge on location; not collected
or photographed. Regarding the cetological

Figure 13 The two children of dr A . B. van Deinse with the juvenile female Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s found on 19 August 1938 at
Westerschouwen (case 89). [photo mrs W. van Deinse-Kalkman, archives RMNH]
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experience of dr Junge, the identification of
this dolphin must be correct.

Literature: Van Deinse 1939; Van Deinse 1946: 178-179,

Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; Schultz

case 95: 19 or 20 November 1939
Adult, male, TL c. 300 cm. Found on the
island of Schiermonnikoog, province of
Groningen. Only known of one photograph of
the animal in ventral view on the beach and a
sketch, both by H.D. Onnes (Rotterdam),
kept in the achives of the RMNH.

1970: 189

case 92: 08 October 1938 and 31
October 1938
Adult (?), sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm. Found
at Hoek van Holland, province of Zuid
Holland. Only known from the photograph
and description in the article by De Jong
(1952). Not collected. An adult Tursiops with
a length of c. 260 cm was found on 31
October 1938 at Hoek van Holland, documented by two photographs in the archives of
the RMNH. Most probably these two reports
refer to the same case.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 178-179, 187; De Jong,
1952; Schultz 1970: 189

case 93: 14 July 1939
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 350 cm. Found by
dr P. Fockens (Rotterdam) between Berg e n
aan Zee and Kamperduin, province of Noord
Holland. One tooth is in the RMNH (no collection number), two photographs (one of the
head and one in ventral view) are in the
archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 180-181, 188; Schultz
1970: 190

case 94: 22 October 1939
Adult, sex unknown (female ?), TL 310 cm.
Found in decomposed state near Buren,
island of Ameland. The NMR holds the pectoral fin in spirit, four severely worn teeth
from the left lower jaw and one normal tooth
from the left upper jaw (NMR 999000192)
and the RMNH holds the pelvic bones. The
skull, which had a diseased upper jaw was collected by W.E. Hildebrand, could not be retrieved. The archives of RMNH contains two photographs of the upper and lower jaw showing
the deformations (pyogenic osteomyelitis).
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Literature: Van Deinse, 1939b.; Van Deinse 1946: 180181, 188; Schultz 1970: 190

case 96: 'Winter 1939-1940',
04 Fe b r u a ry 1940
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 330 cm. Found on
the beach near Terheide, province of Zuid
Holland. Probably stranded earlier in the
1939-1940 winter. Two photographs and one
drawing by the malacologist P. Kaas are kept
in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Kaas 1940; Van Deinse 1946: 180-181, 188;
Schultz 1970: 190

case 97: '22 June 1940'
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm. Found on
the beach nearby 'De Slufter', island of Texel,
province of Noord Holland. Found in severly
decomposed state (skeleton with some remains
of ligaments and flesh) by J.P. Strijbos, who
made five photographs, which are in the
archives of the RMNH. The skull was collected by Strijbos, who attached it to the house
front of his holiday home at Den Hoorn on
the island of Texel. Two photographs
showing the skull on the house front are kept
in the archives of the RMNH. Schultz (1970)
gives as stranding date 12 June 1940.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 180-181, 188; Schultz
1970: 190
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case 98: 28 July 1940
Adult, female, TL c. 300 cm. Found in
decomposed state by beachmarker 11,
beached at Formerum, island of Terschelling,
province of Friesland. Only documented by
one photograph by Prof dr L.F. de Beaufort in
the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 180-181, 188; Schultz
1970: 190

case 99: 13 August 1940
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 350 cm. Found in
severly decomposed state on the island of
Texel, at beachmarker 24, province of Noord
Holland by J.P. Strijbos. Strijbos collected the
pelvic bones. One photograph by J.P. Strijbos
forms the only evidence of this stranding
(archives of the RMNH).
Literature: Van Deinse 1946: 180-181, 188: Schultz
1970: 190

case 100: 7 August 1941
Adult, female, TL c. 270 cm. Found at
Katwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid Holland
by A. van der Most van Spijk (Haarlem).
Complete skeleton is in the collection of the
RMNH (RMNH 4515). Two photographs by
F. Niesen in the archives of the RMNH (Fig.
14). CBL 506 mm, RL 279 mm, GPOB 269
mm, NTUJ 25/25, NTLJ 23/23, AgeGLG: 10
(clear GLG's).
Literature: Boschma 1943: 14; Van Deinse 1946: 180181, 188; Schultz 1970: 190

case 101: '13 October 1941'
Neonate, male, TL 147 cm. Found at
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid Holland
by W. Rijkers. Skull sold to the RMNH
(RMNH 4595). Date is most probably not the
stranding date, but the date that the skull arrived in the museum. Lacking in the stranding
lists by Van Deinse and in the review by
Schultz (1970). CBL 341 mm, RL 168 mm,
GPOB148 mm, NTUJ24/24, NTLJ 21/21.

b

a

Figure 14 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,adult, female. Case 100, 7 August 1941, Katwijk aan Zee; a complete specimen with audience; b detail of
the head. [photo’s F. Niesen, archives RMNH]
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Literature: Boschma 1943: 15; Broekema
1983: 70

case 102: 22 Ju ly 1943
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 325 cm. Found at
Oostkapelle, province of Zeeland by W.
Baard (Domburg). The rostrum, both mandibulae, 5 caudal vertebrae, 1 chevron and 2
teeth are in the RMNH (RMNH 5873). The
tooth are severly worn. NTLJ 22/21.

case 106: Ju ly 1947
Adult, male, TL 320 cm. Found in decomposed state on the beach at beachmarker 16,
island of Terschelling, province of Friesland.
Only known from two photographs by J.
Kamstra (Rotterdam) (archives of the
RMNH).
Literature: Van Deinse 1948: 23

case 103: 11-12 September 1943
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found at
Wieringen. Van Deinse (1944; 1946) reported
that the skull was collected and deposited in
the RMNH. The damaged skull without mandibles and teeth, and one stylohyoid are kept
in the RMNH (RMNH 5868).

case 107: 14 August 1946
Neonate, female, TL 138 cm. Found dying on
the dike off the Westplein, Den Helder, province of Noord Holland. Only described by
Verwey (1975: 86), who was an experienced
observer of Tursiops and Phocoena in the
Marsdiep area. Boschma (1950: 13) mentioned that the 'Zoologisch Station Den Helder'
has sold a juvenile Tursiops to the RMNH in
the year 1946. This transaction may concerns
this case.

Literature: Van Deinse 1944: 21; Van Deinse 1946: 180-

Literature: Verwey 1975: 86

Literature: Van Deinse 1946:180-181, 189; Boschma
1950b: 13; Schultz 1970: 190; Broekema 1983: 70

181, 189; Schultz 1970: 191; Broekema 1983: 70

case 104: September 1946
Adult, male, TL 347 cm. Island of
Terschelling. The skeleton was collected for
the Fries Natuurmuseum (Natural History
Museum Friesland), Leeuwarden, province of
Friesland (FNM 10068). According the database of the FNM the dolphin was collected
on 6 Oktober 1946. The stomach of this dolphin contained 15 haddocks Melanogrammus
aeglefinus with a length between 57 and 90
cm. NTUJ 21/21, NTLJ 19/19.
Literature: Van Deinse 1948: 23; Van Deinse 1957: 154

case 105: 7 June 1947
Adult, male, TL 277 cm. Found on the beach
at Oostvoorne, province of Zuid Holland.
Eight teeth are kept in the RMNH (no collection number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1948: 23
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case 108: 15 November 1947 or 29
November 1947
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL 182 cm. Found at
Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Noord
Holland. Van Deinse (1948) reported that nothing was saved in this case, but in the collection of the RMNH are a left and right
mandible with teeth of an immature Tursiops
with on the label place of stranding
'Noordwijk' and date of stranding 29
November 1947 (RMNH 7510). These mandibles, most probably, belong to the stranded
Tursiops of 15 November 1947 and 29
November 1947 only indicates the date that
the mandibles arrived in the RMNH. Not in
the catalogue of Broekema (1983).
Literature: Van Deinse 1948: 23

case 109: 26 June 1948
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm.
Found freshly dead near beachmarker 2 on
the island of Schiermonnikoog, province of
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Friesland. Four photographs by J.E. Hoekstra
(Schiermonnikoog) form the only evidence of
this stranding (archives RMNH).
Literature: Van Deinse 1949: 33

case 110: 16 Ju ly 1948
Adult, male, TL unknown. Found on the
beach at Noordwijk aan Zee, province of
Zuid Holland. The skull and the hyoid are in
the RMNH (RMNH 7651). AgeGLG: 22 (top
of tooth missing).
Literature: Van Deinse 1949: 34; Broekema 1983: 70

case 111: 22 September 1948
Neonate, male, TL unknown. Noordwijk aan
Zee, province of Zuid Holland. The skull and
hyoid (RMNH 7891) are in the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1949: 34; Broekema 1983: 70

case 112 and case 113: 22-23-26
September 1948
Juvenile, male, TL unknown. On the beach
between Wassenaarse slag and Katwijk aan
Zee, province of Zuid Holland. Van Deinse
(1949) reported that the complete skeleton
was collected for the RMNH. A complete
skeleton with this stranding date and place is
kept in the RMNH with the collection number RMNH 7893. Broekema (1983) added
under collection number 7894: 'male, skeleton. Wassenaar/Katwijk, NL. 1948'. But in
the RMNH, attached to the collection number
7894, six thoracic vertebrae of an adult
Tursiops were found. On the label the finding
locality 'Noordwijk aan Zee, 22 September
1948' is given. Furthermore, in the RMNH,
collection number 7896 is attached to one
thoracic vertebra of an adult male Tursiops
collected by H.W. Lacourt. This dolphin, with
a length of c. 300 cm was found on 26
September 1948 at Noordwijk aan Zee,
beachmarker 80. Collection numbers RMNH
7893 and RMNH 7896 are lacking in the
catalogue of Broekema (1983). The vertebrae

registered as RMNH 7894 and 7896 are most
likely from the same animal. Skull measurements of RMNH 7893: CBL 474 mm, RL 262
mm, GPOB 247 mm, NTUJ24/23, NTLJ
24/24. AgeGLG (7893): 2.
Literature: Van Deinse 1949: 34; Broekema 1983: 70

case 114: August 1949
Juvenile/Neonate, sex unknown, TL c. 170
cm. Found in decomposed state at beachmarker 19, island of Texel, province of Noord
Holland by dr W.J. Bruins Slot. Two teeth
were collected by the finder and sent to Van
Deinse. These two teeth are now in the
RMNH (no collection number).
Literature: Van Deinse 1951: 25

case 115: 10 September 1949
Neonate, sex unknown, TL 138 cm. Found by
F. Niesen, 4 km south of Zandvoort, at beachmarker 71, province of Noord Holland. One
photograph of the stranded animal is in the
archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1951: 25

case 116: March 1950
Sub-adult, female, TL 200 cm. Found freshly
dead on the island of Texel, beachmarker 17,
province of Noord Holland. The mandibles
were collected for dr A.B. van Deinse, they
are now kept in the collection of the NMR
(NMR 999000178). The right mandible still
contains 21 teeth. The evidence of correct
identification is formed by these mandibles
and the photograph published in the 'Texelse
Courant' of 8 March 1950.
Literature: Texelse Courant 1950; Van Deinse 1951: 66

case 117: 30 April 1950 and 3 August
1950
Adult, female, TL 318 cm. Island of
Terschelling, Boschplaat, province of
Friesland. Five teeth collected by the finder

197

DEINSEA 8, 2001

(J.H. Stock) and send to dr A.B. van Deinse.
These teeth are in the RMNH (no collection
number). A drawing with measurements of
the animal by the finder is in the archives of
the RMNH. This animal was rediscovered on
3 August 1950 at the same location by members of the 'Strandwerkgroep'.
case 118: 'August' 1950
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Skull without mandibles, teeth or bullae found on the
beach between Scheveningen and Katwijk
aan Zee, province of Zuid-Holland. The skull
was donated to B. Hoekstra, Almelo, who
keeps the specimen in his private collection
(coll.nr. 1301). Exact date of stranding unknown.
PERIOD 3: 1951 - 1975
THE START OF THE DECLINE
During this period the decline in the numbers
of Tursiops in Dutch coastal waters set in.
Addink & Smeenk (1999) reported the same
for the harbour porpoise in Dutch coastal
waters. During this period 132 recordings of
a stranded Tursiops were registered. In 57
cases some form of reliable evidence was
found (8 neonates and 49 juveniles/ (sub)
adults), in 75 cases this evidence was lacking.
After the death of dr A.B. van Deinse in
1965, the reporting system broke down, and
it was not until 1970 that the system was
reorganised again by the RMNH and the
ZMA. Between 1965 and 1970 several strandings must have been missed.
case 119: 08 January 1951
Neonate, female, TL 124 cm. On the beach at
IJmuiden, province of Noord Holland. One
lumbar vertebra is in the ZMA (ZMA 1401).
case 120: April 1951
Sub-adult, male, TL 268 cm. Island of Texel.
The skeleton is in the ZMA. A sole Solea
solea was found wedged in the throat of this
dolphin. NTUJ 21/21, NTLJ 22/22.

Verwey 1975: 128

case 121: 22 September 1952
Juvenile, male. Beached between Egmond
aan Zee and Castricum, beachmarker 41, province of Noord Holland. The complete skeleton is in the ZMA (ZMA 2721)
case 122: 5 December 1952
Adult, male, TL unknown. Island of
Terschelling, beachmarker 14, province of
Friesland. Found by C. Zorg d r a g e r. Both
mandibles, without teeth, are in the NMR
(NMR 999000177). Not mentioned in one of
the stranding lists.
case 123: 8 March 1953
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
at Scheveningen, nearby beachmarker 100,
province of Zuid Holland. One lumbar vertebra is kept in the collection of the NMR
(NMR 999000391)
case 124: 24 June 1953
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL 218 cm. Found
between beachmarkers 15 and 16 on the
island of Terschelling, province of Friesland.
Six teeth are in the collection of the RMNH
(no collection number)
case 125: 31 August 1953
Adult, male, TL 358 cm. At beachmarker 96,
south of Wassenaarse slag, province of Zuid
Holland. Complete skeleton is in the RMNH
(RMNH 11952). CBL 555 mm, RL 304 mm,
GPOB 317 mm, NTUJ 25/23, NTLJ 24/23.
Literature: Van Deinse 1954: 48

case 126: 8 November 1953
Neonate, female, TL 140 cm. Found by J. de
Blok, three km south of the 'Donkere duinen',
Den Helder, province of Noord Holland.
Umbilicus was still open. Documented by a
detailed letter from I. Kristensen.
Literature: Van Deinse 1954: 48-49

Literature: Anonymus 1951a; Anonymus 1951b;
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case 127: 28 Fe b r u a ry 1954
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
on the beach at Hoek van Holland-zuid, 'De
Beer'. Only documented by one photograph
by D.B. Jonker (Delft) in the archives of the
RMNH (Fig. 15).
case 128: '03 November 1954'
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. A skull
without rostrum was found on the beach near
Huisduinen, province of Noord Holland by
G.J. de Bruyn. This skull is in the collection
of the RMNH (RMNH 12458).
case 129: 20 June 1955
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250-300 cm.
Found in decomposed state on the island of
Ameland, province of Friesland. Only documented by one photograph by S. v.d. Hart

(Haarlem) of the cadaver on the beach (archives of the RMNH).
case 130: Ju ly 1955
Adult, female, TL c. 260 cm. Found in
decomposed state on the island of
Schiermonnikoog, province of Friesland. Van
Deinse received two teeth, which could not
be retrieved. Documented by two photographs made by the finder (archives of the
RMNH).
Literature: Van Deinse 1957: 154

case 131: 14 July 1955
Sub-adult, sex unknown, TL 250-300 cm.
Found freshly dead on the island of A m e l a n d ,
near Nes, province of Friesland. The right
mandible with 17 teeth is in the NMR (NMR

Figure 15 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,juvenile, sex unknown. Case 127, 28 February 1954, De Beer, Hoek van Holland-zuid.
[photo D. B. Jonker, archives RMNH]
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Figure 16 Tu rsiops truncatus, sub-adult, sex unknown. Case 131, 14 July 1955, island of Ameland. [photo anonymus, archives RMNH]

999000172). One photograph of the stranded
animal in lateral view is in the archives of the
RMNH and one in the archives of the author
(Fig. 16).
case 132: 23 Ju ly 1955
Beached at Noordwijk aan Zee, between
beachmarkers 78 and 79, province of Zuid
Holland. The skeleton is in the RMNH
(RMNH 12593).

16037). Four photographs by J.J. Staats are in
the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1958: 184

case 136: 06 - 07 October 1957
Adult, female, TL 320 cm. Island of Vlieland,
province of Friesland. The mounted skeleton
is in the RMNH (RMNH 16512). Documented
by two newspaper photographs (archives of
the RMNH).

Literature: Broekema 1983: 70
Literature: Anonymus 1957a, 1957b; Van Deinse 1958:

case 133: 'Winter 1955'
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Collected
on the beach at Bloemendaal by W.C.P. de
Vries, province of Zuid Holland. The skull
with 9 teeth is in the RMNH (RMNH 38137).
case 134: 13 Fe b r u a ry 1956
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found at
Hoek van Holland-zuid, 'De Beer', province
of Zuid Holland. Only documented by one
photograph made by B. Jonkers (archives
RMNH).
case 135: 16 Ju ly 1957
Neonate, female, TL unknown. Found freshly
dead on the beach at Noordwijk aan Zee, province of Zuid Holland. Preserved on formalin
for the collection of the RMNH (RMNH
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184; Broekema 1983: 70

case 137: 27 October 1957
Sub-adult, male, TL unknown. Found on the
beach at Noordwijk aan Zee, province of
Zuid Holland. The skull, the hyoid and 5
teeth are in the RMNH (RMNH 16162). CBL
467 mm, RL 250 mm, GPOB 240 mm, NTUJ
24/25, NTLJ 23/23. AgeGLG: 1.
Literature: Broekema 1983: 70

case 138: 1958
The Fries Natuurmuseum, Leeuwarden holds
the calvarium (no collection number) of a
Tursiops found in 1958 on the beach of 'het
Oerd', Island of Ameland, province of
Friesland.

KOMPANJE: Tursiops truncatus in the Netherlands

case 139: June 1958
Adult, female, TL 320 cm. Found on the
island of Texel at Oosterend. The director of
the 'Natuurhistorisch Museum Texel' (now
Ecomare), G.J. de Haan, dissected the animal.
The stomach contained one spurdog Squalus
acanthias with a length of 104 cm, a dory
Zeus faber and three soles Solea solea. The
skeleton was collected for the 'Natuurhistorisch Museum Texel' (now Ecomare),
Den Burg .

to be in the collection of an highschool
(Rhedens college) at 's-Gravenhage. It is not
clear what happened to the skeleton.
case 144: 07 July 1959
Adult, sex unknown, TL 325 cm. Found drifting at sea between the island of Ameland and
the island of Schiermonnikoog. Two photographs of the stranded dolphin which were
published in local newspapers form the only
documentation of this case (archives of the
RMNH).

Literature: Van Deinse 1959: 205
Literature: Van Deinse 1960: 43

case 140: 06 Ju ly 1958
Adult, male, TL 380 cm. Found on the island
of Schiermonnikoog, province of Friesland.
Four severely worn teeth are kept in the
RMNH (no collection number).
case 141: 23 Ju ly 1958
Adult, male, TL 354 cm. Found in decomposed state on the beach between Noordwijk
aan Zee and Zandvoort, province of Noord
Holland. The complete skeleton is in the
RMNH (RMNH 16455). Two photographs by
F. Niesen (Haarlem) of the dolphin on the
beach (one of the head and one in dorsal
view) are in the archives of the RMNH. CBL
561 mm, RL 312 mm, GPOB 311 mm, NTUJ
26/27, NTLJ 25/25. AgeGLG: c. 18 (very
poor section).
Literature: Van Deinse 1959: 205; Broekema 1983: 70

case 142: 16 October 1958
Adult, female, TL 258 cm. Found freshly
dead near Den Helder, province of Noord
Holland. Detailed measurements by W.H.
Dudok van Heel in the archives of the
RMNH.
case 143: 02 Ju ly 1959
Adult, sex unknown, TL 275 cm. Found on
the beach at Kijkduin, province of Zuid
Holland. The skeleton was collected. The
archives of the RMNH contain a photograph
of the mounted skeleton, which was supposed

case 145: Fe b r u a ry 1960
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 250 cm. The
archives of the ZMA contains four photographs showing an adult fresh dead Tu r s i o p s.
The photographs were made at Vlissingen,
province of Zeeland. In the archives of the
RMNH is a local newspaper article concerning a stranded dolphin with a TL of c. 250
cm in February 1960. The skeleton of an
adult Tursiops is now in the Stedelijk
Museum Vlissingen (no collection number),
(pers. comm. Dick Broers). Most probably
these three cases concern the same dolphin.
case 146: 24 February 1960
Adult, female, TL 272 cm. Found north of 't
Horntje, island of Texel, province of Noord
Holland. Reported by W.H. Dudok van Heel.
Detailed measurements of the dolphin in the
archives of the RMNH. NTUJ 23/23, NTLJ
22/22.
case 147: 30 August 1960
Adult (senile), male, TL 355 cm. Found on
the island of Terschelling at beachmarker 15.
The skull with four teeth is in the collection
of the ZMA (ZMA 2943).
case 148: April 1961, collected 15 May
1961
Sub-adult, male, TL 235 cm. Found between
Grote Keeten and Callantsoog, province of
Noord Holland. Detailed measurements of
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this case in the archives of the RMNH.
case 149: 20 May 1961
Neonate, male, 160 cm. One km south of
Camperduin, province of Noord-Holland. A
list of measurements and a drawing of the
dolphin are kept in the archives of the ZMA.
case 150: 22 Ju ly 1961
Adult, male, TL 350 cm. Found at Hoek van
Holland-zuid, 'De Beer'. Five photographs by
C. Beukelman (Rotterdam) of the animal on
the beach (two of the head, two in ventral
view, one in dorsal view) in the archives of
the RMNH.
Literature: Van Deinse 1962: 34

case 151: 28 Ju ly 1961
Juvenile female, TL 244 cm. Found at Den
Helder. Detailed measurements in the archives of the RMNH. NTUJ 22/22, NTLJ 22/22.

of one of the tailflukes was found. See
Kompanje (1998) for this deformation in harbour porpoises. Drawing by P.J.H. van Bree
of the abnormal tailfluke in the archives of
the RMNH.
case 156: 31 Augustus 1964
Adult, female, TL 328 cm. Found at St.
Maartenszee, province of Noord Holland.
Identification by J.W. Joosten, N.I.O.Z., Den
Helder. A list of detailed measurements is
kept in the archives of the RMNH.
case 157: ' J a nu a ry 1965'
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. On the
beach at Noordwijk aan Zee between beachmarkers 79-81, province of Noord Holland.
Only a skull fragment was found which is
now kept in the collection of the RMNH
(RMNH 18132). Exact date of stranding
unknown.
Literature: Broekema 1983: 70

case 152: 05 April 1962
Adult, female, TL unknown. Found dead,
drifting at sea near the island of Texel, province of Noord Holland. The complete skeleton is in the ZMA (ZMA 4900)
case 153: 15 August 1962
Neonate, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
on the beach at Westkapelle, province of
Zeeland. Only known from one photograph in
the archives of the RMNH.
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case 158: 14 Ju ly 1965
Adult, female, TL 325 cm. On the island of
Terschelling, 'Schuitegat', province of Friesland. The complete skeleton, painted cast of
the head and painted cast of the whole animal
are in the ZMA (ZMA 8164). Van Utrecht
(1969) gives as TL 345 cm and as TW 400 kg.
Literature: Van Utrecht 1969: 161

case 154: 09 Fe b r u a ry 1964
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL 240-245 cm.
Found near Petten, province of Noord
Holland by J.H. Koeman, who made two photographs (archives of the RMNH) and collected the skull. The skull could not be retrieved.

case 159: 28 Ju ly 1965
Neonate, male, TL 145 cm. Found on the
beach at Noordwijk aan Zee, beachmarker 81,
province of Noord Holland. Found by F.
Niesen, who is an experienced biologist;
identification is expected to be correct. No
further evidence.

case 155: 06 Ju ly 1964
Adult, male, TL 318 cm. Found on the island
of Terschelling, the Boschplaat, nearby
beachmarker 23, by the cetologist dr P.J.H.
van Bree. A stringlike, 16 cm long, outgrowth

case 160: 06 November 1965
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 300 cm. Found on
the beach at Julianadorp, near Den Helder,
province of Noord Holland. The skull is in
the ZMA (ZMA 8617).
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Literature: Van Bree & Duguy 1970: 12-13, fig. 2

Literature: Broekema 1983: 70

case 161: 1 June 1966
Adult, female (?), TL 334 cm. Found in
severely decomposed state on the beach on
the island of Ameland, near beachmarker 8,
province of Friesland. Three photographs of
the cadaver on the beach by J.J. Staats are in
the archives of the RMNH.

case 166: 22 August 1967
Adult, female, TL 320 cm. Found freshly
dead in the harbour of Lauwerszee. The
skeleton is in the collection of the ZMA
(ZMA 10.504). The archives of the RMNH
contains one photograph showing the dolphin
in ventral view on the beach. Van Utrecht
(1969) gives as TL 326 cm and as TW 286 kg.

Literature: Anonymus 1966a, 1966b, 1966c
Literature: Van Utrecht 1969: 161

case 162: 12 Ju ly 1966
Adult, female directly post partum, TL 335
cm. Found at Callantsoog, beachmarker 16,
province of Noord Holland. Drawing of the
animal and list of detailed measurements are
in the archives of the RMNH. The skull is
kept in the Universiteitsmuseum Utrecht, formerly: Zoological Museum Utrecht (ZMU
95).
case 163: 2 August 1966
Adult, female, TL 320 cm. Found near beachmarker 38 at Egmond aan Zee, province of
Noord Holland. The skull is in the ZMA
(ZMA 9128). Two photographs of the stranded dolphin (one in ventral view, one of the
head) are in the archives of the ZMA. CBL
543 mm, RL 307 mm.
case 164: 18 Ju ly 1967
Adult, male, TL 320 cm. Found in decomposed state at Westkapelle, province of Zeeland.
The skull is in the RMNH (RMNH 19799).
The archives of the RMNH contains a photograph from a newspaper report. CBL 544
mm, RL 298 mm, GPOB 291 mm, NTUJ
24/25, NTLJ 24/24.
case 165: 31 Ju ly 1967
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
near beachmarker 89 at Wassenaarse Slag,
province of Zuid Holland. Skull and hyoid
are in the RMNH (RMNH 19837). CBL 522
mm, RL 277 mm, GPOB 285 mm, NTUJ
22/22, NTLJ 24/23.

case 167: 23 October 1967
Neonate, male, TL 142 cm. Found between
Wassenaar and Scheveningen, beachmarker
95, province of Zuid Holland by L. Verkaik.
The skull is in the RMNH (RMNH 19872).
List of detailed measurements is in the archives of the RMNH. CBL 308 mm, RL 150
mm, GPOB 142 mm, NTUJ 23/23, NTLJ
22/20. AgeGLG: 0.
case 168: 15 April 1968
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 360 cm. Found at
Westkapelle, province of Zeeland. Skull is in
the Zeeuws Biologisch Museum, Domburg.
case 169: ‘2 September 1969’
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Excavated
north of the 'Meeuwenduinen', island of
Vlieland, province of Friesland. Several skeletal remains (cervical vertebrae, 10 caudal
vertebrae, 13 chevrons, 1 humerus, 1 radius,
1 ulna, 5 phalanxes, 2 metacarpalia, distal
end of the right mandible, 1 stylohyoid, 6
ribs, 1 bulla tempani, 7 parts of ribs, 2 processus transversus of lumbal vertebrae) are in
the ZMA (ZMA 12.529).
case 170: b e t ween 1965 and 1968
Juvenile, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found
on 'the Dutch coast'. Exact place and date of
stranding are unknown. The skull is kept in
the RMNH (RMNH 23868)
Literature: Broekema 1983: 70

203

DEINSEA 8, 2001

case 171: 12-19 October 1972
Neonate, male, TL 162 cm, TW 53,5 kg.
Found on the beach at Zandvoort, province of
Noord Holland by E.J. Schenkkan and P. van
Banning. The complete skeleton is in the
ZMA (ZMA 15.383).
Literature: Van Bree & Husson 1974: 5

case 172: 11 Fe b r u a ry 1973
Calve, sex unknown, TL unknown. Found on
the beach at Scheveningen by F. Sieval. The
complete skull is kept in the NMR (NMR
999000187)
case 173: 7-8 July 1974
Adult, female, TL 331 cm, TW 275 kg.
Found near beachmarker 9 on the island of
Schiermonnikoog, province of Friesland. The
skeleton is in the collection of the ZMA
(ZMA 16.853). Four photographs (one of the
head, one of the entire animal in ventral view,
one in right lateral view and one in left lateral view) are in the archives of the RMNH and
in the archives of the ZMA (ZMA 2535).
Literature: Husson & Van Bree 1976: 27

case 174: August 1975
Calve, sex unknown, TL unknown. The
decomposed remains of a neonate were found
on the beach near Hoek van Holland, province of Zuid Holland. The complete skull is
kept in the NMR (NMR 999000188).
case 175: 8 September 1975
Adult, female, TL 293 cm. Found at Haamstede, Westerschouwen, Schouwen Duiveland, province of Zeeland. The complete skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH 24797). A list
of detailed measurements is in the archives of
the RMNH. AgeGLG: 9 (difficult to read).
Literature: Husson & Van Bree 1976: 29; Vervoort 1976:
203; Broekema 1983: 70
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PERIOD 4: AFTER 1975
AFTER THE DECLINE, STRAGGLERS
ONLY
In this period, the bottlenose dolphin is no
longer a resident species in Dutch coastal
waters. Strandings represent adult stragglers,
some of them senile (like case 178 with an
ageGLG 37 + ). During this period only 14
reports of bottlenose dolphin strandings are
registered; nine are reliable and in five cases
reliable evidence is lacking.
case 176: 17 November 1977
Adult, sex unknown, TL c. 340 cm. Beached
at Domburg, province of Zeeland. The complete skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH
26121). AgeGLG: c. 28+ (top of tooth missing).
Literature: Van Bree & Smeenk 1978: 16; Vervoort 1979:
246; Broekema 1983: 70

case 177: 24 August 1978
Adult, female, TL c. 310 cm. Found near
Breskens, province of Zeeland. The complete
skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH 27044).
Three photographs are kept in the archives of
the RMNH (Fig. 17). AgeGLG: 11 (diff i c u l t
to read).
Literature: Anonymus 1978a, 1978b; Vervoort 1980: 242;
Van Bree & Smeenk 1982: 22; Broekema 1983: 70

case 178: 25 June 1979
Adult (senile), female, TL 337 cm. Found at
Vlissingen, province of Zeeland. The skull
and the hyoid are in the RMNH (RMNH
28061). AgeGLG: 37+ (top of tooth worn
flat).
Literature: Van Bree & Smeenk 1982: 23; Broekema
1983: 70

case 179: 18 December 1980
Adult, female, TL 310 cm, TW 282,5 kg.
Island of Schiermonnikoog, beachmarker 18,
province of Friesland. The complete skeleton
is in the ZMA (ZMA 21.227). The archives of
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Figure 17 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,adult, female (right). Case 177, 24 August 1978, Breskens. [Photo C.J. de Boer, archives RMNH]

205

DEINSEA 8, 2001

the RMNH contains a newspaper article with
a photograph of dr P.J.H. van Bree with the
dead Tursiops (in the article identified as
white-beaked dolphin).

1990. NTUJ 24/22, NTLJ 24/23 AgeGLG: 8.
Literature: Addink & Smeenk 1990: 23-25; Anonymus
1991; Hart 1990: 74; Hart 1991: 55-56; Addink 1991:
32

Literature: Van der Hoorn, 1980; Van Bree & Smeenk
1982: 28

case 180: 30 March 1981
Adult, female, TL 294 cm. Found at
Harlingen, Province of Friesland. The skull
and one pelvic bone are in the ZMA (ZMA
21.349)
case 181: 31 March 1982
Adult, female, TL 323 cm. Island of
Ameland, beachmarker 17.80. The complete
skeleton is in the RMNH (RMNH 30974). A
list of detailed measurements of the dolphin
is in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: Broekema 1983: 70; Smeenk 1986: 274

case 182: 10 August 1982
Adult, female, TL c. 325 cm, c. 300 kg.
Found on the Brouwersdam, province of Zuid
Holland. The complete skeleton is kept in the
RMNH (RMNH 31148).
Literature: Broekema 1983: 70; Smeenk 1986: 274

case 183: 8 August 1983
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown (larg e ) .
Found on the beach in a fishing net ('Danish
net') on the island of Terschelling near beachmarker 27. Three photographs of the dolphin
are in the archives of the RMNH. The
dolphin was buried on the beach.

CATCHES
case 1: 18 June 1754
Adult, female (pregnant), TL '10 ft'. Caught
five miles from the Scheveninger coast. Only
known from an anonymous engraving. Van
Bemmelen (1866) had seen the engraving:
'Een wijfje met een jong, op 18 Junij 1754
door Scheveningsche visschers in de
Noordzee niet ver van daar gevangen, kan
volgens de afbeelding, naar het mij toe schijnt, slechts tot deze soort gebragt wor den'. Van Deinse (1931: 3) quoted Van
Bemmelen, but had not seen the engraving
himself. Recently, the engraving has been
rediscovered by Klaus Barthelmess (in press).
Literature: Bodel 1836: 167; Van Bemmelen 1866: 248;
Van Deinse 1931: 3

case 2: 15 October 1912
Sub-adult, male, TL 260 cm, TW 200 kg.
Caught at Durgerdam, province of Noord
Holland. The dead animal was transported to
Natura Artis Magistra at Amsterdam, were it
was subsequently dissected. The skeleton was
added to the collection of Natura Artis
Magistra, currently only the skull without
mandibles and teeth is in the ZMA (ZMA
11.131). Two photographs by the press agency 'Vaz Dias' in the archives of the RMNH.
Literature: 'De Prins' November 16, 1912; Van Oort

Literature: Smeenk 1986: 279

1918: 57; Weber 1922: 446; Van Deinse 1923: 231;
Van Deinse 1931: 259, 263; Pieters 1982: 5

case 184: 29 April 1991
Adult, female, TL c. 300 cm. Found decomposed, drifting in the Oosterschelde,
Wemeldinge, province of Zeeland. The skull
is in the RMNH (RMNH 38328). Most likely
this is the resident bottlenose dolphin which
inhabited in the coastal waters of Zeeland in
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case 3: 16 June 1913
Adult, male, TL 335 cm, TW 300 kg. Caught
near Muiderberg. The skull was obtained for
the collection of Natura Artis Magistra,
Amsterdam, but it is neither there or nor the
ZMA, so it must be considered lost.
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Literature: 'De Prins' June 6, 1914 (photograph); Van
Oort 1918: 57; Van Deinse 1923: 231; Weber 1922;
Van Deinse 1931: 259

case 4 and 5: 25 and 26 February 1941
1. Adult, male, TL 310 cm, TW 220 kg. 2.
Adult, male, length 320 cm. Both caught in
the Biesbosch, Dordrecht, province of Zuid
Holland. A third dolphin escaped. Both animals were butchered in the fishcannery
'Hollandia' at Gorichem. The boiled and salted flesh was sold in cans containing 225 gr.
One can label is in the archives of the
RMNH. Both mounted skeletons are in the
RMNH (RMNH 4339 and 4340). A drawing
of the worn teeth of RMNH 4339 (Fig. 2b)
and of RMNH 4340 is in the archives of the
RMNH. In the archives of the RMNH, 17
newspaper articles concerning the hunt and
the catch of these two Tursiops and correspondence between the RMNH and the fishcannery 'Hollandia' is kept. One photograph
showing the two dead dolphins in the fish
cannery is in the archives of the RMNH (Fig.
18). RMNH 4339: CBL 542 mm, RL 297

mm, GPOB 301 mm, NTUJ 22/23, NTLJ
23/23. RMNH 4340: CBL 529 mm, RL 292
mm, GPOB 295 mm, NTUJ 25/25, NTLJ
26/25. AgeGLG 4339: 16+ (clear GLG's, top
of tooth missing); 4340: 12+ (top of tooth
missing).
Literature: Boschma 1943: 5, 14; Van Deinse 1946: 180181,188; Broekema 1983: 69

case 6: 06 June 1976
Adult, female, TL c. 300 cm. Caught in the
estuary of the Grevelingen, Schouwen, province of Zeeland by the staff of 'Dolfirama'.
The dolphin died during transport. Autopsy
took place at the University of Utrecht. Skull
of the animal is at the Veterinary Faculty of
the University of Utrecht (D76/485). The age
of this dolphin was 18-20 years according to
its dental layers. A photograph of the stranded dolphin was published in the Provinciale
Zeeuwse Courant of 8 June 1976.
Literature: Anonymus 1976; Van Bree & Smeenk 1978: 14

Figure 18 Tu rsiops tru n c a t u s,two adult males. Catch case 4 & 5, caught 25 February 1941 in the Biesbosch, Dordrecht. Photograph
taken at the fishcannery 'Hollandia' at Gork u m . [photo achives RMNH]
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LIVE STRANDINGS
case 1: 27 September 1967
Adult, sex unknown, TL unknown. Domburg ,
province of Zeeland. Photographed by H.
Ende (Borkum) in the breakers of the surf.
Seven different photographs in the archives
of the ZMA.
INCORRECT IDENTIFICATIONS
FROM THE PUBLISHED STRANDING
LISTS AND THE ARCHIVES OF THE
RMNH
In the period between 1920 and 1965 a
stranded odontocete found on the Dutch coast
most probably concerned one of the following species: (1) harbour porpoise Phocoena
p h o c o e n a; (2) bottlenose dolphin Tursiops
trunactaus; (3) common dolphin Delphinus
delphis or (4) white-beaked dolphin
L a g e n o rhynchus albirostris. Especially the
first three species were most commonly
found between 1930 and 1955, the whitebeaked dolphin being more common after
1960. Many stranded odontocetes were reported to dr A.B. van Deinse as 'dolphin', or 'tuimelaar' (Dutch for bottlenose dolphin) or
'bruinvis' (Dutch for harbour porpoise), without certainty about the exact identification.
After the death of dr A.B. van Deinse in 1965
his archives and a part of his collection was
donated to the RMNH. In the Van Deinse
archives and collection dr P.J.H. van Bree
(ZMA) and dr A.M. Husson (RMNH) found
several incorrect identifications, mostly
white-beaked dolphins which were identified
by Van Deinse as bottlenose dolphins. Van
Bree (1977: 104) estimated that no less than
15% of Tursiops concerns Lagenorhynchus
albiro s t r i s.
The fact that stranded white-beaked dolphins
were identified as bottlenose dolphins is
understandable: Tursiops was common and
L a g e n o rhynchus albirostris was presumed to
be rare. Evidence of these incorrect identifi-

208

cations was demonstrated by the stranding of
the white-beaked dolphin on 6 October 1929
on the island of Texel, province of Noord
Holland by the experienced naturalist J.P.
Strijbos. He identified the dolphin as
Tursiops and collected one mandible and
some ribs (Strijbos 1929). Later, he made
some photographs of the vertebral column,
still convinced that he was dealing with a
Tursiops. Based on the the count of the vertebrae dr E.D. van Oort (RMNH) identified the
dolphin as Lagenorhynchus ('Megaleep, De
Zwerver' 1930; Strijbos 1930a). The incomplete skeleton is in the RMNH. Another dolphin was found on 13 August 1941 at
Wieringen and reported to the RMNH as
Tursiops. The curator of the RMNH had no
interest in just another Tu r s i o p s, but when, at
second sight, the dolphin was identified as
L a g e n o rh y n c h u s, the skeleton was subsequently collected (RMNH 4523). Another
dolphin, stranded on 29 November 1960 at
Haamstede, documented by one photograph
and the complete skeleton in the RMNH
(RMNH 16882), identified by dr A.B. van
Deinse as a male Tursiops with an estimated
TL of 300 cm (real TL was 259 cm), was
based on the abnormal skull measurements
taken by Wesseling (1968), correctly identified as Lagenorhynchus albirostris in 1968.
The photograph of the dolphin, taken in 1960
on the beach, shows all the characteristics of
this species. This case proves that even an
experienced cetologist as dr A.B. van Deinse
could easily confuse the two species. Among
the dolphins added to Appendix 2 in this article, there may be some white-beaked dolphins. Van Bree (1970) proved from a old case
that even with the help of very clear photographs wrong identifications are easily made,
even by experienced biologists.
Some incorrectly identified cases were discovered during this present study:
An adult dolphin with a TL of 255 cm, stranded alive on March 30/31, 1893 at Scheveningen,
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province of Zuid Holland, was identified by
dr Max Weber as Tursiops tursio. This case is
documented by one drawing with body measurements by mr A. Brünings in the archives
of the RMNH. The drawing and the measurements more likely represent a white beaked
dolphin L a g e n o rhynchus albirostris than a
bottlenose dolphin.
A dead dolphin was found on the beach
between Katwijk aan Zee and Scheveningen,
on 1 September 1921. The length, as stated
by the finder, was about 250 cm. In the Dutch
strandings archives this case was listed as
Tursiops tru n c a t u s. Although the case was
documented by a photograph which clearly
shows a dead harbour porpoise Phocoena
p h o c o e n a, the dolphin was identified by dr
A.B. van Deinse as Tursiops tru n c a t u s, based
on the length of the animal. This length was
not correctly taken, causing the wrong identification.
A female dolphin with a TL of 215 cm was
found on the beach at Katwijk aan Zee on 25
June 1932. A drawing made by J. Kreukniet
is in the archives of the RMNH, the pelvic
bones are in the collection of the RMNH.
Both the drawing as the pelvic bones represent a common dolphin Delphinus delphis.
The dolphin was identified by dr A.B. van
Deinse as Tursiops truncatus (Van Deinse
1933:17; Van Deinse 1946; 174-175; Schultz
1970: 187).
A dolphin was found at Uithuizerwad on 25
June 1962. The estimated length, as reported
by the finder 220 cm, the sex unknown. Dr
A.B. van Deinse identified this dolphin as
Tursiops tru n c a t u s. The photograph which
documents this case, clearly shows a harbour
porpoise. Apparently the length was not
correctly taken, the identification therefore
wrong.
A dolphin with a estimated TL of 300 cm
found at Scheveningen on 17 July 1963 must

be identified as L a g e n o rhynchus albiro s t r i s,
based on other measurements taken.
A severely decomposed headless carcass of a
cetacean with a TL of 210 cm was found at
Petten, province of Noord Holland on 2 July
1990 (Smeenk 1995). The finder, A. Gronert,
photographed the carcass (archives RMNH)
and collected two caudal vertebral epiphysis
(private collection A. Gronert), which were at
that time identified as belonging to Tursiops
tru n c a t u s. At second sight, the epiphysis
proved to be of a juvenile pilot whale
Globicephala melas.
STRANDINGS ON THE COASTS OF
OTHER NORTH SEA COUNTRIES
Strandings on the beaches of other North Sea
countries show the same increase and
decrease in the stranding records as the Dutch
stranding lists.
Belgium
From the coast of Belgium 14 strandings are
known: 1803; 1874; 1934; 1935; 1937; 1960;
1963 (2x); 1966; 1971; 1977; 1978; 1979;
[1990]; (De Smet 1974, 1981; Van Gompel,
1991, 1996).
Denmark
From the Danish North Sea coast 8 records
are known, of which 6 between 1933 and
1945: <1847; 1933; 1934; 1937; 1938; 1939;
1940; 1959; (Schulz 1970; Kinze 1995).
Germany
From the German North Sea coast 12 strandings are known: 1836; 1852; 1887; 1909;
1935; 1954; 1955; 1963; 1973; 1977; (archives RMNH [20-09-1935]; Goethe 1983).
United Kingdom
From the British North Sea coast 36 strandings are known: 1829 (2x); 1891; 1896;
1901; 1918; 1920 (2x); 1924; 1926; 1928;
1932; 1933 (2x); 1939 (2x); 1940; 1941
1942; 1944; 1945 (2x); 1947; 1948; 1949;
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1957; 1959; 1964; 1965 (2x); 1966; 1968;
1970; 1992 (3x); (Harmer 1927, 1934; Fraser
1946, 1953, 1974; Schultz 1970; Sheldrick
1989; Sheldrick et al. 1994.
CONCLUSION
The bottlenose dolphin has now disappeared
from Dutch coastal waters. Reijnders &
Lankester (1990) incorrectly stated that the
bottlenose dolphin, at the end of the eighties,
was one of the seven commonly occurring,
more or less resident, marine mammal species in the North Sea. It is now only resident
in the Moray Firth in Scotland.
We should realise that a lot of bias 'pollutes'
the Dutch stranding lists. Only a part of the
dead Tursiops found on the Dutch coast were
stranded alive or were freshly dead. Many of
the carcasses found, may have been dead
weeks before their stranding and could have
been transported by sea streams. Many carcasses were found in a (severely) decomposed state, and carcasses of cetaceans remained
on the beach for a longer period as is the case
today. Some dolphins were reported several
times by different reporters (see for example
case 37 and case 44). Furthermore, the reported animals may especially have been found
during months and on parts of the Dutch
coast which had the largest number of visitors. Some regular informants visited some
parts of the Dutch coast more regularly within
a particular period of time. The number of
strandings increased in the period when the
young are born, resulting in a large number
of reported neonates and calves. On the other
hand, a relatively large amount of stranded
neonates must have remained unreported, as
they were incorrectly identified as harbour
porpoises. During the Second World War
access to most parts of the North Sea coast of
the Netherlands was forbidden, so the search
for stranded cetaceans became almost impossible. Hypothetically, large numbers of strandings could have been missed during these
years. These facor makes a reliable analysis
of the stranding data almost impossible.
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What can be concluded safely, is that in the
coastal waters of the Netherlands the bottlenose dolphin was a common species between
1920 and 1970, which by the end of the 20 th
century has disappeared completely. This
study shows that a total of 184 cases of the
finding of a carcass, six catches and one live
stranding of this species on the Dutch coast
in the period between 1754 and 2000 are well
documented and indeed refer to Tursiops
tru n c a t u s. It is, however, beyond the scope of
this review to speculate on what caused the
decline and subsequent disappearance of the
bottlenose dolphin (and other cetacean species) from the Dutch coastal waters.
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APPENDIX 1
C H RONOLOGICAL LIST OF WELL DOCUMENTED STRANDINGS OF
TURSIOPS TRUNCATUS IN THE NETHERLANDS
case number

evidence of

and date of

c o rrect identification

stranding

locality

1 01-02-1818

Oostwolder-hamrik

skeleton (RMNH 31182)

2 befo re 1841

'Hollandse kust'

skeleton (RMNH 31185)

3 befo re 1865

'Hollandse kust'

skeleton (ZMA 8808)

4

08-1878
Zuiderzeedijk

skeleton (ZMA 8161)

5 20-07-18 87

or 1879

De Cocksdorp Texel

skeleton (ZMA 9238)

6 27-09-1889

Wieringen

skeleton (ZMA 8633)

7 27-11-1901

Het Nieuwe Diep

skeleton, stuffed skin (RMNH 31192), fetus in spirit (RMNH 859)

8

Vierhuizen, Lauwerszee

drawing of the mandibula (RMNH)

9 20-07-19 17

Wijk aan Zee

3 photo's (RMNH)

10

Noordw i j k

one eye in spirit (NMR 999000393)

11 befo re 1918

Wijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 31183)

12 befo re 1918

'Hollandse kust'

skeleton (RMNH 31184)

13

Hoek van Holland Zuid

skull with right mandible

09-1910
08-1917

04-1918

(RMNH no number)
14 18-08-1919

Ballum, Ameland

pelvic bones (RMNH), skull (NMR 999000171),drawing (RMNH)

15 23-08-1919

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

drawing (RMNH)

16 30-08-1919

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 933), blowhole in spirit (NMR 999000394),
photo's and drawings (RMNH)

17 13-02-1921

Zandvoort

5 teeth (RMNH, no nu m b e r )

18 31-07-1921

Terschelling

photo of skull and scapula (RMNH) ), right mandible

19

Kijkduin, Loosduinen

(NMR 9990001 73)
07-1922

skull (ZMA 23.027), cervical vertebrae (NMR 999000182),
2 pieces of skin in spirit (NMR 999000185), d r awings (RMNH)

20 28-07-1922

Kijkduin, Loosduinen

photo (RMNH)

21

Bloemendaal

mandible (ZMA 11.048)

22 17-05-1923

Strijensas, Moerdijk

photo's and drawings (arc h i vess RMNH and EJOK)

23 29-08-1923

Terheide

drawing of the carpus (RMNH)

24 07-08-1924

Scheve n i n g e n

skull and hyoid (RMNH 1667), drawings, X - r ays pectoral

25 14-08-1925

Wijk aan Zee

skull NM Enschede (NME 400000439)

26 29-11-1925

I J mu i d e n

skull (RMNH 1466), pectoral fins (NMR 999000389), 3

27

Hoek van Holland-Zuid

10-1922

fins, photo's (RMNH)

photo's (RMNH), r a d i o g r aphs (RMNH)
12-1925

Humerus, radius, ulna, hyoid (NMR 999000390), d r aw i n g
fin skeleton (RMNH) all cervical vertebrae, one thoracic
vertebrae (NMR 999000390)

28

08-1926

29

1927

I J mu i d e n

1 tooth (RMNH)

Wissekerke

skeleton (NMR 999000184), r a d i o g r aphs (RMNH)
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30 16-01-1927

Zandvoort

skeleton (RMNH 1558), 3 photo's (RMNH)

31 05-02-1927

Scheve n i n g e n

2 photo's of the head (RMNH)

32 28-08-1927

Wassenaarse slag

skeleton (RMNH 1609)

33 18-05-1928

De Koog, Texel

left scapula (NMR 999000180)

34 01-07-1928

De Koog, Texel

17 teeth (RMNH), photo's (RMNH)

35 08-07-1928

Wassenaarse slag

2 photo's (RMNH)

36 25-06-1929

Hoek van Holland-Z

skeleton (RMNH 31193), 5 photo's (RMNH)

37 28-06-1929

Zandvoort

skeleton (RMNH 1758), photo's, n ew s p aper article

38 25-07-1929

Zandvoort

(RMNH); eyes and penis on spirit (RMNH 1758)
pelvic bones (RMNH), humerus, radius, ulna
& 10 teeth (NMR 999000206), r a d i o g r aphs (RMNH)
39 01-08-1929

Terschelling

1 photo (RMNH)

40 winter 1929

Te xe l , Slufter

4 thoracic ve rtebrae (RMNH 1860), 2 photo's (RMNH)

41

Vlieland

skull (RMNH 37957), cervical vertebrae (NMR 999000392)

42 05-07-1930

Hoek van Holland

photo (RMNH)

43 08-04-1931

Te xe l , 't Horntje

2 photo's

44 31-05-1931

Te xe l , de Koog

4 teeth (RMNH), 2 photo's (RMNH), m a n d i b l e, one

45

Egmond aan Zee

1 tooth (RMNH), 1 photo (RMNH)

46 07-09-1931

Zandvoort-Noordwijk

skeleton (RMNH 1998), photo's (RMNH)

47 08-09-1931

Zandvoort

report by experienced finder (J.P. Strijbos)

48 07-02-1932

Huisduinen

report by experienced observer (J.Ve r wey )

49 10-04-1932

Wijk aan Zee

report by experienced finder (J.P. Strijbos), mandible (?),

50 05-06-1932

Egmond aan Zee

3 teeth (RMNH)

51

09-1930

bulla, right scapula, 1 caudal ve rtebra (NMR 999000175)
07-1931

(NMR 99900017 6)
Hoek van Holland

left humerus (NMR 999000181)

53 25-06-1932

06-1932

Wassenaarse slag

both mandibles (NMR 999000174), pelvic bones (RMNH)

54 08-07-1932

Egmond aan Zee

1 photo (RMNH)

55 26-08-1932

Terschelling

skull, s t e r num (NMR 999000183), pelvic bones (RMNH),
2 photo's (RMNH)

56 30-08-1932

Renesse

skull, hyoid (RMNH 2113), 2 photo's (RMNH)

57 02-10-1932

Huisduinen

report by experienced observer (J.Ve r wey )

58

04-1933

Schokland

skull (RMNH 12597)

59

05-1933

D u r g e rd a m

photo , n ew s p aper article (RMNH)

60 29-07-1933

Te xe l

3 teeth (RMNH)

61 23-09-1933

I J mu i d e n - Z a n d vo o rt

2 photo's, n ew s p aper article (RMNH)

62 21-05-1934

De Koog, Texel

1 photo (RMNH)

63 28-05-1934

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 2247)

64 30-06-1934

Zandvoort-Noordwijk

pelvic bones and 1 tooth (RMNH), ro s t r u m and both bullae

65 27-07-1934

De Koog, Texel

skeleton (RMNH 2263)

66 14-08-1934

Harlingen/Zurich

pelvic bones (RMNH)

67 16-05-1935

Cadzand

skull and hyoid (RMNH 2330)

68 24-05-1935

Terschelling

3 photo's (RMNH)

69 15-08-1935

Den Helder

publication by Slijper (1938)

70 01-11-1935

Wissekerke

skeleton (RMNH 2382), photo's (RMNH)

71 04-03-1936

Te xe l

skull in NHM Te xe l

72 12-04-1936

Vlieland,Vliehors

skull (RMNH 2450), photo's and drawings (RMNH)

(NMR 999000208)
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73 '08-05-1936'

Muiderberg

bulla tempani (ZMA 23.715)

74 16-05-1936

Den Helder

re p o rt by experienced observer (J.Ve r wey )

75 11-07-1936

Zandvoort-IJmuiden

skull (RMNH 2484), pelvic bones (RMNH).

76 15-09-1936

Zandvoort

pelvic bones (RMNH), 3 photo's (RMNH)

77 18-10-1936

Ameland, Hollum

n ew s p aper article with photo (RMNH)

78 29-10-1936

Wijk aan Zee

1 tooth (RMNH)

79

06-1937

Wissekerke

1 tooth (RMNH)

80 28-06-1937

Den Helder

skull (ZMA 2725)

81

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skull (RMNH 3155)

82 19-09-1937

Renesse

1 tooth, pelvic bones and 3 photo's (RMNH)

83 14-11-1937

Oostvoorne

drawing of the head (RMNH)

84 03-01-1938

Ke r k we rve, Zierikzee

photo and drawing (RMNH)

85 16-01-1938

Harlingen

skull (RMNH 3313)

86 22-05-1938

Te xe l

5 teeth (RMNH)

87 31-05-1938

Ke r k we rve

drawings (RMNH)

88 23-07-1938

Schare n d i j ke

2 drawings (RMNH)

89 19-08-1938

Westerschouwen

pelvic bones (RMNH), 6 teeth (NMR), 3 photo's (RMNH)

90 21-08-1938

Terschelling

6 teeth, 2 photo's (RMNH)

91 09-09-1938

Loosduinen

seen by experienced finder (dr Ju n g e )

92 08-10-1938

Hoek van Holland

4 photo's (RMNH)

93 14-07-1939

Bergen aan Zee

1 tooth, 2 photo's (RMNH)

94 22-10-1939

Ameland, B u re n

pelvic bones (RMNH), pectoral fin on spirit and 5 teeth

95 19-11-1939

Schiermonnikoog

1 photo and 1 drawing (RMNH)

96 04-02-1940

Terheijde

2 photo's, 1 drawing (RMNH)

97 22-06-1940

Te xe l , Slufter

5 photo's (RMNH)

98 28-07-1940

Terschelling

1 photo (RMNH)

99 13-08-1940

Te xe l , Slufter

1 photo (RMNH)

100 07-08-194 1

Katwijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 4515), 2 photo's (RMNH)

101 13-10-194 1

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 4595)

102 22-07-194 3

Oostkapelle

both mandibles, ro s t r u m , 2 teeth, 5 caudal vertebrae, 1 chev ro n

103 11-09-194 3

Wieringen

skull without mandibles, stylohyoid (RMNH 5868)

104

1 photo (RMNH)

07-1937

(NMR 9990001 92)

(RMNH 5873)
Terschelling

skeleton (FNM 10068)

105 07-06-194 7

09-1946

Oostvoorne

8 teeth (RMNH)

106

07-1947

Terschelling

2 photo's (RMNH)

107 14-08-194 6

Den Helder

found by experienced finder (J.Verwey )

108 15-11-194 7

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

both mandibles (RMNH 7510)

109 26-06-194 8

Schiermonnikoog

4 photo's (RMNH)

110 16-07-194 8

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skull and hyoid (RMNH 7651)

111 22-09-194 8

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skull (RMNH 7891)

112 23-09-194 8

Wassenaarse slag

skeleton (RMNH 7893)

113 23-09-194 8

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

6 thoracic ve rtebrae (RMNH 7894)

114

Te xe l

2 teeth (RMNH)

115 10-09-194 9

08-1949

Zandvoort

photo (RMNH)

116

Te xe l

photo in new s p aper article (RMNH)

Terschelling

5 teeth, d r awing (RMNH)

03-1950

117 30-04-195 0
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118

08-1950

Scheveningen-Katwijk aan Zee skull (collection B. Hoekstra, coll.nr 1301)

119 08-01-1951

I J muiden

lumbal vertebra (ZMA 1401)

120

Te xe l

newspaper article with photo (RMNH)

121 22-09-1952

Egmond-Castricum

skeleton (ZMA 2721)

122 05-12-1952

Terschelling

both mandibles (NMR 999000177)

123 08-03-1953

Scheve n i n g e n

lumbar ve rtebra (NMR 999000391 )

124 24-06-1953

Terschelling

6 teeth (RMNH)

125 31-08-1953

Wassenaarse slag

skeleton (RMNH 11952)

126 08-11-1953

Den Helder

detailed letter of the finder (RMNH)

127 28-02-1954

Hoek van Holland

photo (RMNH)

128 03-11-1954

Huisduinen

skull without rostrum (RMNH 12458)

129 20-06-1955

Ameland

photo (RMNH)

130

Schiermonnikoog

2 photo (RMNH)

131 14-07-1955

Ameland, Nes

right mandible with 17 teeth (NMR 999000172)

132 23-07-1955

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skeleton (RMNH 12593)

133 winter 1955

Bloemendaal

skull, one mandible, 9 teeth (RMNH 38137)

134 13-02-1956

Hoek van Holland-Z

1 photo (RMNH)

135 16-07-1957

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

4 photo's (RMNH), complete dolphin on formalin (RMNH

136 07-10-1957

Vlieland

137 27-10-1957

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

skull and hyoid (RMNH 16162)

138

1958

Ameland

skull (FNHM no coll.nu m b e r )

139

06-1958

04-1951

07-1955

1 photo (RMNH)

16037)
skeleton (RMNH 16152), 2 photo's in newspaper articles
(RMNH)
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Te xe l

skeleton (natuurmuseum Texel)

140 06-07-1958

Schiermonnikoog

4 teeth (RMNH)

141 23-07-1958

Noordwijk-Zandvoort

skeleton (RMNH 16455), 2 photo's (RMNH)

142 16-10-1958

Den Helder

detailed letter finder (RMNH)

143 02-07-1959

Kijkduin

photo mounted skeleton (RMNH)

144 07-07-1959

Ameland

photo in new s p aper article (RMNH)

145

'Vlissingen'

4 photographs (ZMA), skeleton (SMV, no coll.nu m b. )

146 24-02-1960

Te xe l

detailed measurements (RMNH)

147 30-08-1960

Terschelling

skull (ZMA 2943)

148

02-1960

04-1961

Callantsoog

detailed measurements (RMNH)

149 20-05-1961

Camperduin

drawing (ZMA)

150 22-07-1961

Hoek van Holland-Z

5 photo's (RMNH)

151 28-07-1961

Den Helder

detailed measurements (RMNH)

152 05-04-1962

Te xe l

skeleton (ZMA 4900)

153 15-08-1962

Westkapelle

1 photo (RMNH)

154 09-02-1964

Petten

2 photo's (RMNH)

155 06-07-1964

Terschelling

drawing (RMNH)

156 31-08-1964

St Maartenszee

detailed measurements (RMNH)

157

Noordw i j k

skull fragment (RMNH 18132)

158 14-07-1965

Terschelling

skeleton (ZMA 8164)

159 28-07-1965

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

report by experienced finder (F. Niesen)

160 06-11-1965

Den Helder

skull (ZMA 8617)

161 01-06-1966

Ameland

photo's (RMNH)

01-1965
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162 12-07-1966

Callantsoog

d r awing (RMNH)

163 02-08-1966

Egmond aan Zee

skull (ZMA 9128)

164 18-07-1967

Westkapelle

skull and hyoid (RMNH 19799), photo in new s p aper article

165 31-07-1967

Wassenaarse slag

skull and hyoid (RMNH 19837)

166 22-08-1967

Lauwerszee

s keleton (ZMA 10.504), photo (RMNH)

167 23-10-1967

Wassenaar

skull (RMNH 19872)

168 15-04-1968

Westkapelle

skull in Zeeuws biologisch Museum

169 02-09-1969

Vlieland

'bones' (ZMA 12.529)

170 1965-1968

'Nederlandse kust'

skull (RMNH 23868)

171 12-10-1972

Z a n d vo o rt

s keleton (ZMA 15.383)

172 11-02-1973

S c h eveningen

skull (NMR 999000187)

173 07-07-1974

Schiermonnikoog

s keleton (ZMA 16.853), photo's (RMNH & ZMA)

174

Hoek van Holland

skull (NMR 999000188)

175 08-09-1975

Haamstede

s keleton (RMNH 24797)

176 17-11-1977

Domburg

s keleton (RMNH 26121)

177 24-08-1978

B re s ke n s

s keleton (RMNH 27044), 3 photo's (RMNH)

178 25-06-1979

Vlissingen

skull and hyoid (RMNH 28061)

179 18-12-1980

Schiermonnikoog

s keleton (ZMA 21.227), photo in new s p aper article (RMNH)

180 30-03-1981

Harlingen

skull and one pelvic bone (ZMA 21.349)

181 31-03-1982

Ameland

s keleton (RMNH 30974)

182 10-08-1982

B ro u we r s d a m

s keleton (RMNH 31148)

183 08-08-1983

Terschelling

2 photo's (RMNH)

184 29-04-1991

Oosterschelde

skull (RMNH 38328), photo's (RMNH)

(RMNH)

08-1975

_______________________________________________________________________________________
__
CATCHES
1 18-06-1754

S c h eveningen

e n g r av i n g

2 15-10-1912

Durgerdam

skull without mandibles (ZMA 11.131),

3 16-06-1913

Muiderberg

photo (RMNH)

4 25-02-1941

Biesbosch

s keleton (RMNH 4339), photo's (RMNH)

5 26-02-1941

Biesbosch

s keleton (RMNH 4340), photo's (RMNH)

6 07-06-1976

Greve l i n g e n

skull (University Utrecht D76/485), photo (RMNH)

photo's (RMNH)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
___
LIVE STRANDINGS
1 27-09-1967

Domburg

7 photo's (arc h i ves ZMA)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
___
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APPENDIX 2
C H RONOLOGICAL LIST OF STRANDINGS OF TURSIOPS TRUNCATUS IN THE
NETHERLANDS WITHOUT EVIDENCE OF CORRECT IDENTIFICATION
case nu m b e r

reason for lack of

and date of

clarity in identification

stranding

locality

1 20-04-1828

Zwarte Haan

o n ly re p o rt in arc h i ve s , species not clear

2 20-04-1828

idem

idem

3 28-06-1886

De Cocksdorp, Texel

u n reliable notes in arc h i ves RMNH (length 153 cm)

4 06-12-1890

Den Helder

skull lost (length 156 cm, male, 40,5 kg)

5

03-1893

Scheve n i n g e n

o n ly re p o rt by finder (TL 255 cm)

6 11-07-1918

Scheve n i n g e n

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 270 cm)

7 12-12-1922

Hoek van Holland

only re p o rt by a student of Van Deinse (estimated length 250 cm)

8

07-1924

Scheve n i n g e n

o n ly re p o rt by fincer (no length given)

9

08-1925

Haamstede

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

10 15-07-1926

Genemuiden

o n ly re p o rt by finder, skull collected by finder (estimated length

11

08-1926

Zuiderzee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 250 cm)

12 10-10-1926

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

13

Zaamslag

report by finder, skull was in collection of Van Deinse,

320 cm)

07-1927

n ow untraceable (estimated length 250 cm)
14 04-09-1927

Zandvoort

s c apula was in collection of Van Deinse, now untraceable

15

12-1928

Wassenaarse slag

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length give n )

16

05-1929

Kamperland

skull collected by finder, now untraceable (no length given)

17 23-08-1929

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 325 cm)

18

08-1930

De Koog, Texel

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 220 cm)

19

08-1930

De Koog, Texel

o n ly re p o rt by finder, p ro b a b ly the same as 18 (no length given)

20

08-1930

De Koog, Texel

o n ly re p o rt by finder, p ro b a b ly the same as 18 (no length given)

21 01-08-1931

De Koog, Texel

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length give n )

22 09-05-1932

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 355 cm)

23

Schouwen

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 350 cm)

24 21-05-1933

Oost-Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 230 cm)

25

St Anna

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 300 cm, weight 400 kg)

26 17-09-1935

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 135 cm)

27 12-01-1936

Wijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 135 cm)

28 01-06-1936

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 200 cm)

29

Ameland, Hollum

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 330 cm)

30 19-06-1937

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder (male, length 120 cm)

31 20-06-1937

Te xe l

skull collected, untraceable (sex-length unknown), possibly the

32

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 150 cm)

Te xe l

report by finder, skull collected by finder, n ow untraceable

(estimated length 190 cm)

11-1932
06-1934

05-1937

same as 29
04-1938

33 20-06-1937
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(estimated length 215 cm)
34

05-1937

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length given)

35 05-08-1937

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length given)

36 23-08-1937

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

37

09-1937

Hoek van Holland Zuid

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 150 cm)

38

10-1937

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder, possibly the same as 36 (length 293 cm)

39 01-11-1937

's-Gravenzande

mandible collected by finder, now untraceable (length 120 cm)

40 19-02-1938

Medemblik

skull was collected and donated to RMNH, now untraceable

41

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 150 cm)

42 09-09-1938

Loosduinen

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 350 cm)

43 18-09-1938

Hoek van Holland Noord

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 235 cm)

44 31-10-1938

Hoek van Holland Noord

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 260 cm)

45 31-10-1938

Terheijde

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length given), p o s s i b ly the same as 45

46 07-11-1938

Terheijde

p ro b a b ly the same as 45 (no length give n )

47 08-11-1938

Sero o s ke r ke

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 125 cm)

48 13-06-1939

N o o rd w i j ke r h o u t

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 200 cm)

49 03-07-1939

Te xe l , Slufter

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 310 cm)

50 15-10-1939

Terheijde

skull collected by finder, 1 tooth and flipper in collection

(no length given)
04-1938

Van Deinse, n ow untraceable (estimated length 300 cm)
51 31-03-1940

's-Gravenzande

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

52 06-08-1940

Scheve n i n g e n

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 170 cm)

53 13-09-1940

Wissekerke

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length more than 300 cm)

54 16-12-1940

Wissekerke

p ro b a b ly the same as 53 (estimated length more than 200 cm)

55 09-02-1941

Wieringen

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 174 cm)

56 29-06-1941

Hondsbosche Zeewe r i n g

re p o rt of finder, skull was collected and donated to RMNH, n ow

57 09-11-1941

Katwijk aan Zee

19 teeth we re collected, now untraceable (no length taken)

58 09-11-1941

Ameland, Nes

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 400 cm)

59 01-01-1942

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 155 cm)

60 03-04-1942

Wassenaarse slag

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 150 cm)

61 26-09-1942

Vlieland

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 400 cm)

62 22-06-1943

Te xe l , de Mok

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 355 cm)

63 16-07-1943

Te xe l , Oudeschild

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 360 cm)

64

untraceable (estimated length 200 cm)

Vlieland,Vliehors

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 325 cm)

65 16-07-1943

07-1943

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 360 cm)

66 19-07-1943

Te xe l , Slufter

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 350 cm)

67 09-08-1943

Vlissingen

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 270 cm)

68 10-08-1943

Vlieland,Vliehors

o n ly re p o rt by finder, p ro b a b ly the same as 64 (estimated length

69 02-09-1943

Vlieland,Vliehors

70 29-11-1943

Vlieland, Noordstrand

320 cm)
only report by finder, probably the same as 64 and 68 (estimat e d
length 320 cm)
o n ly re p o rt by finder, possible the same as 64,68 and 69
(estimated length 330 cm)
71 30-09-1945

Voorne

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 230 cm)

72

Scheve n i n g e n

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 130 cm)

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length given)

1946

73 08-05-1946
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74 15-09-1945

Wieringen

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 'average')

75 09-08-1946

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length give n )

76 27-08-1946

Zandvoort, beachm.69

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

77 14-08-1946

Den Helder

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 135 cm)

78 27-08-1946

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

79 01-09-1946

Zandvoort, beachm.68

pro b a b ly the same as 76 (estimated length 300 cm)

80 05-09-1946

Zandvoort

pro b a b ly the same as 76 and 79 (estimated length 310 cm)

81 10-09-1946

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 350 cm)

82 25-05-1947

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 338 cm)

83 03-06-1947

Zoutelande

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 190 cm)

84 10-06-1947

Kijkduin

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 175 cm)

85 12-07-1947

Terheijde/Monster

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 250 cm)

86 14-09-1947

Wijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 150 cm)

87 07-12-1947

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 160 cm)

88 06-01-1948

N o o rdwijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 125 cm), possibly the

89 17-04-1948

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 325 cm)

90 29-05-1948

Petten

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 204 cm)

91 20-07-1948

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length give n )

92 21-09-1948

Wassenaarse slag

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 200 cm)

93 20-09-1948

Noordw i j k

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 150 cm)

94 05-05-1949

Helderse zeedijk

o n ly re p o rt by finder (female, length 310 cm)

95 21-08-1949

Wijk aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 250 cm)

96 18-09-1949

Wassenaarse slag

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 140 cm)

97 07-12-1949

Noordw i j kerhout

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 160 cm)

98 13-04-1950

Hollum Ameland

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

99 30-04-1950

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (male, length 263 cm)

100

1952

??

o n ly mentioned as finding by Van Deinse (1953)

101

1952

??

ditto

102

1952

??

ditto

103

1952

??

ditto

104

1952

??

ditto

105

1953

??

mentioned as finding by Van Deinse (1954)

106

1953

??

ditto

107

1953

??

ditto

108

1954

??

o n ly mentioned as finding by Van Deinse (1955)

109

1954

??

ditto

110

1954

??

ditto

111

1954

??

ditto

112

1954

??

ditto

113

1954

??

ditto

114

1954

??

ditto

115

1954

??

ditto

116

1954

??

ditto

117

1954

??

ditto

118

1954

??

ditto

Cadzand

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 120 cm)

same as 87

119 27-08-1955

222

KOMPANJE: Tursiops truncatus in the Netherlands

120

1955

Ameland

o n ly mentioned by Van Deinse (1956)

121

1955

Ameland

ditto

122

07-1955

Terschelling

ditto, length 400 cm

123

1955

Terscheling

o n ly mentioned by Van Deinse (1956)

124

01-1956

Te xe l

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 228 cm)

125

1956

??

o n ly mentioned by Van Deinse (1957)

126

1956

??

diito

127

1956

??

ditto

128

1956

??

ditto

129 04-03-195 6

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 200 cm)

130 24-08-195 6

Petten

o n ly re p o rt by finder (male, estimated length 400 cm)

131 01-02-195 7

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder

132

1958

??

o n ly mentioned as finding by Van Deinse (1959)

133

1958

??

ditto

134

1958

??

ditto

135 06-07-195 8

Schiermonnikoog

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 380 cm)

136

1959

??

o n ly mentioned as finding by Van Deinse (1960)

137

1959

??

ditto

138

1959

??

ditto

139

1959

??

ditto

140

1959

??

ditto

141 04-12-196 0

I J mu i d e n

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 300 cm)

142

1960

??

o n ly mentioned by Van Deinse (1961)

143

1960

??

ditto

144

1960

??

ditto

145

1960

??

ditto

146

1960

??

ditto

147

1960

??

ditto

148

1960

??

ditto

149

1961

Bakkeve e n

o n ly mentioned by Van Deinse (1962), length 250 cm

150

1961

Kamperduin

ditto, length 130cm

151

1961

Kamperduin

ditto, length 180 cm, p o s s i b ly the same as the latter

152

1961

Zandvoort

ditto, length 187 cm

153

1961

Terschelling

ditto, length 123 cm

154

1961

Terschelling

ditto, length 225 cm

155

1961

Terschelling

ditto, length 237 cm

156

1961

Terschelling

ditto, length 320 cm

157

1961

Renesse

ditto, length 256 cm

158 04-01-1962

Schoorl

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 275 cm)

159 17-02-1962

Bakkum aan Zee

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 190 cm)

160

1962

??

o n ly re p o rted by Van Deinse (1963), length 155 cm

161

1962

??

ditto, length 200 cm

162

1962

??

ditto, length 225 cm

163

1962

??

ditto, length 220 cm

164

1962

??

ditto, length 350 cm

165

1963

??

o n ly re p o rted by Van Deinse (1964), length 200 cm

166

1963

??

ditto, length 250 cm
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167

1963

??

ditto, length 325 cm

168

1963

??

ditto, length 325 cm

169

1963

??

ditto, length 342 cm

??

ditto, length 342 cm

171 02-07-1964

Den Oever

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 250 cm)

172

Castricum

o n ly re p o rt (re p o rted as beaked whale) by new s p ap e r

170

1963
05-1965

(estimated length 250 cm)
173 31-05-1965

Rottum

o n ly re p o rt by finder (length 315 cm)

174 12-01-1974

Terschelling

o n ly re p o rt by finder (no length give n )

175 24-05-1977

Zandvoort

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 270-300 cm)

176 23-01-1978

Schiermonnikoog

o n ly re p o rt by finder (estimated length 260 cm)
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